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INTRODUCTION 


This story is written in commemoration of the Fortieth 
Anniversary of the organization of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Federation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

In the telling we are compelled to review the work of 
our church at a time when the work of the women of the 
church was not dignified by the name “Federation.” ‘The 
organization in 1917 was the combination of three ener- 
getic groups of women. A brief account of each, with 
special reference to the contribution each made to the 
united body, is given. 

To qualify as true history, the facts must be established 
and the facts must be systematic. This writing may fall 
short of fulfilling the latter since it is more like a jigsaw 
puzzle. The brief reports, the often incomplete minutes, 
have not been conducive to a finished pattern. We have 
tried to select the pieces that will make up the units of 
WMF history. In spite of the discontinuous system of 
various records, we were determined that even historical 
fragments be protected and treasured for our posterity. 
It is not for a vain purpose that we strive to preserve 
the records of our Church and Federation but because 
it is through the parade of past efforts that we learn 
needed lessons of love, service and worship. 

Some information has come to my desk through the 
loans of private correspondence, cuttings and pamphlets. 
Other material is from the 1943 Program Series and re- 
ports of General Presidents. We give grateful acknowl- 
edgment to those who have assisted in the work by pri- 
vate interview and the loan of photographs. 

We acknowledge also the inspiration which we have 
received through a study of the lives of many women 


who stand out like stars in the work of the women of the 
church. Their motives and the beauty of their lives, the 
heroism and the courage with which they met the vicis- 
situdes of the pioneer mother will be forever an inspira- 
tion to future generations. We thank God for the rich 
heritage which is ours. 


Chapter One 


The Church Is 
Planted 


“There he builded an altar unto the Lord, and 
called upon the name of the Lord.” 
Genesis 12:8 


As Abraham, entering the Promised Land, 
called upon the name of the Lord, so our fore- 
fathers, entering the American Canaan, called up- 
on Him who had guided them. ‘These altars were 
first established in the homes of the pioneers. 
Each parent was the priest of his own household. 

The story of the women of the church neces- 
sarily becomes the story of the church itself for 
the men and women were closely allied in the 
King’s business, and the Ladies Aids, as they were 
then called, have ever been the handmaid of the 
church. 

The Norwegian Sloopers of 1825 settled in 
New York state. From there Cleng Peerson, the 
Daniel Boone of the Norsemen, led groups of 
immigrants westward, some to La Salle County, 
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Illinois, some to Shelby County, Missouri, others 
to Lee County, Iowa, and still others to Bosque 
County, ‘Texas. During the years 1840 to 1850 
immigrants from Norway were pouring into the 
Middle West. It is recorded that after the Civil 
War Norwegian immigrants entered Minnesota 
at the rate of 1000 a week. In the sixties they were 
well established beyond Mankato and Willmar, 
Minnesota. The hardy Norsemen had come to 
establish Christian homes and “One of the glories 
of the immigrant was that he shared in the Amer- 
ican heritage of genuine religious freedom.” But 
with this freedom came the responsibility of es- 
tablishing churches where they might worship the 
Lord together and schools where their children 
might receive the proper religious instruction. 
First of all, let us go on an imaginary visit to 
the Fox River Settlement, 70 miles southwest of 
Chicago IIl., to see what they did to solve their 
problems. In 1843 six Norwegian families from 
the Kendall Settlement in Orleans County, New 
York, came to La Salle County, Illinois. Nearly 
all of these hailed from Stavanger, Norway. This 
has become known as ‘The Fox River Settlement 
and has gone down in history as the first Nor- 
wegian Settlement in the Middle West. By 1850 
the expanded Fox River Settlement included 221 
families with a total of 1262 persons. More settlers 
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came in 1851 and almost annually thereafter into 
the sixties. 

Although markets were at first far distant for 
the pioneers, villages and ultimately cities grew 
up within the Norwegian settlement area, notably 
Ottawa, Morris, Newark, Lisbon, Leland, Sher1- 
dan, Marseilles, and several other places. In 1844 
settlers shared schools with the neighboring 
Americans and the majority of the settlers under- 
stood English and usually attended the American 
churches in the vicinity. Religious conditions at 
The Fox River Settlement, however, were far 
from ideal. Some had no religious convictions and 
some, that were not satisfied to admit no religious 
convictions, felt they must help build up an anti- 
religious group to ridicule and denounce the old 
Christian doctrines, now that their feet were on 
supposedly free ground. A part of this feeling may 
have crept in with them from Norway but the 
Reverend J. W. C. Dietrichson, who visited the 
settlement in the spring of 1845, felt the condi- 
tions were caused by the lack of leadership. ‘They 
were like sheep without a shepherd. He proceeded 
to make a survey and found his countrymen divid- 
ed into seven or eight sects. About 80 had joined 
the Mormon sect. Others were affiliated with 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists, Quakers, etc. 

Another early leader, Elling Eielsen, came to 
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America in 1839. He was a lay preacher and a 
disciple of Hans Nielsen Hauge, the leader of reli- 
gious revival in Norway. Eielsen naturally stopped 
at the Fox River settlement, then the largest 
Norwegian colony in the country. Here he felt 
at home, working among those who had been 
Haugians from Norway. While Fox River became 
the strategic center for Eielsen’s work, he was in- 
terested in Norwegians located in other sections 
also and even his first summer in this country 
found him on missionary journeys. 

Fielsen had a vision and followed it in faith. He 
bought a plot of ground, built a house, and offered 
the upper floor to be used as a place of worship 
where services were held every Sunday. When 
Fielsen was on one of his missionary trips other 
lay leaders preached. So far there had been no 
organization—many loose ends! Since certain func- 
tions could not be handled without some organiza- 
tion, Eielsen was ordained to the ministry on Octo- 
ber 3, 1843, by a German Lutheran pastor. Eielsen 
had responded to a call from his countrymen in 
a frontier emergency. He stressed the need for 
personal repentance and a living faith rather than 
a mere attendance upon outward religious form. 
Later, as a church body, the Haugians sought 
simplicity both in their ritual and in their daily 
living. 


The Church Is Planted 5 


Our next visit takes us to Muskego, Wisconsin. 
In the year 1840 forty people left ‘Telemarken in 
Norway for America. They came through Roches- 
ter, New York, down the Great Lakes to Milwau- 
kee, Wisconsin. They had intended to go directly 
to The Fox River Settlement but were intercepted 
by ambitious land agents in Milwaukee, who, by 
their glowing descriptions of new territory, per- 
suaded them to buy land g0 miles southwest of 
Milwaukee and to settle there. ‘The hardships 
they endured and the privations they suffered 
would fill a book. Yet the settlement grew. Marsh- 
es were drained, improvements made, and today 
Muskego is one of the richest parts of Wisconsin 
with substantial houses in place of the early dug- 
outs and log huts which housed their forefathers. 

Eventually another immigrant came to Mus- 
kego. Even Heg was his name. He became a real 
leader in the community. He built a large barn 
where he housed hundreds of immigrants while 
they waited for their own huts to be built. This 
barn became their place of worship. He himself 
was a lay preacher and became the spiritual lead- 
er as well as general advisor to the settlement. His 
carefully kept records show hundreds of baptisms 
and funerals. 

Claus Clausen, a twenty-three-year-old Dane, 
became the center of religious activity in Muske- 
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go. Clausen was educated in Norway and had in- 
tended to go to Africa to work with Missionary 
Hans Schreuder. Instead he felt the call to go to 
Muskego. He returned to Denmark and married 
Martha Rasmussen. ‘Though Clausen came as a 
teacher he soon felt that God’s purpose for him 
was also to preach. He was officially called by the 
Muskego group and was ordained on October 
13, 1843 (interestingly enough as was the case 
with Eielsen), by a German Lutheran clergyman 
from Milwaukee. The next step was to build a 
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church and work began that very autumn. The 
original church now stands on the Luther Semi- 
nary Campus in St. Paul, Minn. The congrega- 
tion at Muskego authorized the pastor to do mis- 
sionary work out into neighboring areas, and we 
find the fruits of his labors in various places in 
Wisconsin. Eielsen and Clausen did not always 
see eye to eye and yet we know that both worked. 
for the glory of God alone. 

And now we leave Muskego and go on to Kosh- 
konong (near Madison, Wisconsin), the third but 
the most progressive of the Norwegian settlements 
so far. Ihe community was settled by Norwegians 
in 1840. Four years later there was an organized 
congregation with the aforementioned Dietrich- 
son helping with the organization. The story of 
Dietrichson’s coming to America is an interesting 
one. 

The ipeople of Rock Prairie and Jefferson 
Prairie Settlements had sent an appeal to Bishop 
Sérenson of the Church of Norway, asking that a 
minister be sent them. In Christiania (now Oslo) 
lived a man by the name of P. Sorenson, a dyer 
by trade. He was so zealous for the religious life 
of his countrymen here that he offered to pay all 
the expenses of the pastor who would volunteer. 
Knowing that the expense money meant a great 
sacrifice on the part of this Christian gentleman, 
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Pastor Dietrichson felt this must be a call from 
God. Dietrichson was the first university-trained 
clergyman to come to America. 

We are told that Dietrichson was extremely 
high-churchly, so much so that he even wore his 
black gown and fluted ruff when carrying water 
or chopping wood. He was precise as to ritual and 
discipline, insisting on a beautiful and dignified 
order of church service. His first service was held 
at the Amund Anderson farm in East Koshkonong 
August 30, 1844. Another service was held under 
a large oak tree on Knud Aslakson’s farm in West 
Koshkonong, where 60 people partook of Holy 
Communion. It is interesting to note that his ser- 
mon was based on Psalm 78:19, ‘““Can God Prepare 
a Table in the Wilderness.” On October 10, 1844, 
he organized the 40 families in East Koshkonong 
settlement to form a congregation. ‘Three days la- 
ter he organized 30 families in West Koshkonong 
settlement in the same way. The two congrega- 
tions had but one klokker (precentor), Ole Knud- 
son by name. They also elected eight pastor’s assist- 
ants or deacons, four from East and four from 
West Koshkonong. Dietrichson went back to Nor- 
way for his first visit in May 1845, leaving Clausen 
in charge. The congregation now numbered 575 
souls. I'wo churches had been built during his 
pastorate. They were 8 miles apart and the par- 
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sonage was just between. And so the work pro- 
gressed—the work of their hands had been truly 
blessed. 

Our next and last visit to these missionary sta- 
tions takes us now to Jefferson Prairie, Wisconsin. 
Students of American History will find this famil- 
iar ground. Here was fought the Black Hawk 
War, the war between the Winnebagos, Sacs and 
Foxes and the White settlers. Captain Abraham 
Lincoln took part in this war. At the close of the 
war 10 million acres of land was taken from the 
Indians and practically the entire Rock County 
cleared of Indians. We shall not sit in judgment 
here as to the justice of this after-war settlement 
but we do note that there came a period of peace, 
a period of building homes, churches and congre- 
gations. Among these were Jefferson Prairie, Rock 
Prairie and Janesville. It is significant that Eielsen, 
Dietrichson, and Clausen lived and labored in 
Rock County at the same time. It is noteworthy 
too that three synods, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (Eielsen’s Synod) , the Norwegian Luther- 
an Evangelical Church in America (Norwegian 
Synod), and the Scandinavian Augustana Synod, 
all were born in this county. Each of them was 
organized at Jefferson Prairie. 

Although Jefferson Prairie was first settled in 
1838 when Ole Nattestad came from Nummedal, 
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Norway, and led the Norwegian migration into 
Wisconsin, there is no record of religious work 
until 1844. Again we find that the three pio- 
neer pastors, Eielsen, Clausen and Dietrichson, 
also laid the foundation for the work at Jefferson 
Prairie. According to Clausen’s report (written in 
his own handwriting) he did not spend much time 
in organization work but confined his efforts to 
the preaching of the Word, to personal visitation, 
and to the usual pastoral duties, officiating at bap- 
tisms, confirmations, weddings.and funerals. Clau- 
sen also served the congregation at Luther Valley 
in 1846 taking over when Dietrichson returned 
from Norway. 


Chapter Two 


The Churches 
Unite 


“Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them 
stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations: 
spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen 
thy stakes. For thou shalt break forth on the 
right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall 
inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate 
cities to be inhabited.” Isaiah 54:2-3 


The March of Faith continued through the 
years. ‘he past was being rolled back. The pio- 
neers and their children experienced that the days 
were sometimes cruel but that the years were kind 
and the manifold grace of God never left them. 

On the second day of February 1852 came a 
great transition point. Six pastors and 36 laymen 
came to Muskego to discuss the possibility of or- 
ganizing the various Norwegian Lutheran church- 
es into a federation. Articles of incorporation were 
considered, but it was not until a year later, 
February 5, 1853, that the Norwegian Lutheran 
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Synod, as such, was born. Records show 31 con- 
gregations in Wisconsin, 3 in Illinois and 4 in 
Jowa comprised the new organization. 

The years between 1851 and 1861 were, in many 
ways, foundation years for the Norwegian Luther- 
an Church. Immigration continued at a steady 
pace. A rough survey showed only one minister 
for each 3000 souls. The church saw the need and 
during an annual meeting in Pastor Koren’s parish 
in 1857 decided to try to raise $50,000 towards a 
preparatory department and a theological school. 
Up to this time students had been encouraged to 
to go to Fort Wayne, Indiana, and more especially 
to St. Louis, Missouri, where the German Luther- 
an Missouri Synod was flourishing. Though quite 
a number of our young men had matriculated at 
Concordia at St. Louis, they did not feel too much 
at home. Consequently the young energetic Pas- 
tor Laur. Larsen was elected to fill a chair at St. 
Louis. He was welcomed with open arms by the 
Theological Faculty and by the students from the 
North. 

Things seemed to be going well for a time but 
soon the dark, lowering clouds of the Civil War 
loomed on the horizon and Missouri, which was 
a slave holding state, became one of the controver- 
sial border states. ‘The Seminary was closed tem- 
porarily and Professor Larsen and “‘his boys’’ re- 
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turned home. Perhaps this too was a part of God’s 
great plan for his church, for presently we find 
another dream realized. Luther College was or- 
ganized at Half Way Creek, Wisconsin. ‘The rath- 
er spacious parsonage there was unoccupied await- 
ing the coming of Pastor Frich from Norway, 
and this house was put to use with Professor Lar- 
sen as Headmaster and the young German ‘Theo- 
logian, F. A. Schmidt, as his associate. Eleven 
young men registered that first year. ‘The follow- 
ing year the school was moved to Decorah, Iowa, 
where it has remained until today. 

The Civil War and the Slavery Question were 
very real in church life. It seems incredible to us 
now that our church constituency should have 
been involved in the slavery issue and that the 
church could have been divided on the question. 
We almost blush to admit it today, but times and 
circumstances change and we change our opinions 
as truth unfolds to us. But we know our people 
were confused and longed for clarification. ‘They 
knew enough to go to the “Source Book.” ‘They 
perused and pursued Paul through the study of 
Corinthians, Timothy, Titus and Philemon, and, 
remembering that Moses too had come up against 
the slavery question, Genesis was carefully read. 
They studied their Bibles as never before and 
certainly were blessed thereby! ‘This rift between 
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members of the church weakened the church as 
any family quarrel will weaken the family ties, 
and just as they thought the atmosphere was clear- 
ing a bit, another thunder storm broke out. This 
violent storm concerned the teachings of the 
church, though, as we see it, the matter concerned 
not so much the doctrinal differences as the in- 
terpretation of passages which seemed fundamen- 
tal. In 1887 the Norwegian Synod was divided, 
largely over the controversy about the question of 
Predestination. We are sad to say that those who 
withdrew from the “Mother Church”’ constituted 
more than half its membership. ‘These formed 
what became the Anti-Missourian Brotherhood. 
Eventually the Norwegian Augustana Synod, the 
Conference for the Norwegian-Danish Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church of America, and the Anti- 
Missourian Brotherhood, united and became the 
United Norwegian Lutheran Church of America 
in 1890. It now became the largest Lutheran 
Church among the Norwegians and perhaps the 
most active. St. Olaf College, in Northfield, Min- 
nesota, became their preparatory school for stu- 
dents of theology but it was later moved to Minne- 
apolis, leaving St. Olaf a healthy growing college 
for men and women. 

The history of the United Church soon demon- 
strated the wisdom of union among the Norwe- 
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gians and following the excellent example of the 
United Group, conferences began to be held with 
the Norwegian Synod. Mutual understanding in- 
creased but barriers to organic union seemed in- 
surmountable. ‘The movement that finally brought 
about the merger of the three large bodies began 
in 1905. The Hauge Synod proposed that a 
meeting be called to discuss union. Committees 
were appointed by the separate bodies and the 
conferences began. Agreements among the lay- 
men were more easily effected but the theologians 
were prone to indulge in hot debates, but as the 
conferences proceeded, guided in their thinking 
by the Holy Spirit, the parties reached common 
ground in 1916 and adopted the Articles of Union. 
This had been a period of much prayer on the 
part of the entire church and there was great re- 
joicing over the good news. Because of the storm 
and turbulence, the church leaders learned to 
depend less on their own strength of reasoning 
and more on the leadership of God, as did the 
Israelites of old. We thank God for the reconcilia- 
tion. We are today possessors of a rich and varied 
heritage! 

The three bodies celebrated the quadricenten- 
nial of the Reformation in 1917 by holding their 
final convention as separate bodies and then meet- 
ing together to organize the Norwegian Lutheran 
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Church of America. The merger convention in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, was the scene of great en- 
thusiasm. The impressive ceremonies on June 
g and 10, 1917, are regarded by many as the 
greatest church demonstration ever held by Nor- 
wegian Lutherans. 


Chapter Three 


Pioneer Women 


History usually deals in large canvases and 
struggling figures. ‘Che story of the women of the 
church does not conform to the usual in this re- 
spect. Our women did not feel themselves cast 
in the heroic mold. Humbly, quietly, and tire- 
lessly, they have answered the call of duty from 
day to day. Often it is not the most seemingly ac- 
tive people that accomplish the greatest works. 
Among the common people it is not necessarily 
those who are the busiest, not those who, meteor- 
like, are always on the rush and heading this or 
that enterprise or committee, who accomplish the 
most. Very often it is the quiet, simple soul, reflect- 
ing a bright and faithful being, who teaches lessons 
of deep calm and courage. In their menial tasks 
many have wet footprints in the sands of time and 
so have made their contribution to history. 


17 


18 Hearts and Hands Uplifted 
GUSTAVA K JELLAND 


One such person was Gustava Blom, who in 
the 1800’s lived in Kongsberg, Norway. At the age 
of twelve she became a seamstress to help support 
the family. At 24 she married the Reverend 
Gabriel K jelland. She often accompanied her hus- 
band on trips and so it was that in 1840 she at- 
tended a convention at Stavanger. The cause of 
missions was brought home so forcibly that she 
determined right then and there to do something 
about it. Coming home she called in two peasant 
friends. ‘These three with their daughters met 
once a month to work for missions. ‘They brought 
their spinning wheels, cards for combing the wool, 
and when they could, they put a few cents in the 
bank provided for the purpose. ‘The idea of mis- 
sion groups spread quickly all over Norway. Many 
came to Mrs. Kjelland for guidance and encour- 
agement and looked upon her as a Mother of the 
Mission Societies. 


MARTHA CLAUSEN 


But what has all this to do with the history of 
our Women’s Missionary Federation? Do you re- 
member the characters in the lovely book, ‘“Mus- 
kego Boy” written by Edna and Howard Hong? 
Bestemor (grandmother) was very apprehensive 
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about going to America. “Shall we be worse than 
heathen? Bishop Neumann says there are no 
church bells to call us to worship, no churches, 
no minister to confirm Mikkel and Karen and 
Kristi, no one to give us the Lord’s Sacrament, 
no one to speak God’s Word at our graves.”’ 

But that was before Bestemor had left Norway. 
That was before she had even met Even Heg and 
his family at Muskego! Now they were having 
church—real church—in Heg’s barn and they were 
singing Bestemor’s favorite hymn, “Blessed Jesus, 
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at ‘Chy word,” and the tall man in the long black 
coat was the very Herr Clausen she had met on the 
ship. 

And before the day was over she was to meet 
again the lovely Mrs. Clausen who had been so 
kind to every one on board ship. Mrs. Clausen 
was new in America too, a young bride. She came 
from a sheltered and cultured home to a little, 
crude log hut in the wilderness of a new country. 
She had left Norway and her kinfolk with a song 
in her heart. Even today we associate the beautiful 
hymn, “And now we must bid one another 
farewell: ‘The peace of our God keep you ever,” 
with this lovely and lovable young woman. Some- 
_ one has said that Martha Clausen broke her ala- 
baster box of love in the Master’s service in Mus- 
kego. 

We can imagine how active a little band of 
women must have been getting ready for Pastor. 
Clausen’s ordination service. ‘This solemn cere- 
mony took place in Heg’s barn. Can’t you imagine 
how busy Bestemor and the rest must have been, 
scraping and scrubbing and sweeping, and later 
perhaps decorating with autumn leaves and a Nor- 
wegian flag or two? Perhaps some women found 
pieces of board and made an altar, and perhaps 
Mrs. Clausen had a lace runner or a pair of candle- 
sticks from the old home to make it look high- 
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churchly. We are sure Bestemor was pleased, for 
now she had a real minister with the long black 
frock and the white ruff, and more than that she 
had a real Prestefrue (Pastor’s wife). One his- 
torian fondly wrote of Mrs. Clausen as being “ez 
mgnster for en prestefrue’ (a pattern for a min- 
ister’s wife). In speaking of her the old people 
who remembered her (the writer’s Grandmother 
knew her well) recalled, with tears in their eyes, 
her work among the children, the sick and the 
suffering. Mrs. Martha Clausen, then, graced the 
first parsonage in our church. She lived to see a 
church built but soon her work on earth was 
ended, and on November 15, 1846, her soul 
winged its way to its heavenly home. Mrs. Martha 
Clausen was laid to rest in the Luther Valley 
Cemetery—the first pastor’s wife in our church 
to be buried in American soil. 


SIGRI EIELSEN 


The great preacher Spurgeon, who knew a 
great deal more than most of us, said at one time: 
“Talk to me not of the stock whence you grew, 
but show me your stock by what you can do.” 

We are prone to boast of our ancestry. Es- 
pecially are we mindful of our Scandinavian cul- 
ture in the way of arts and crafts. This feeling 
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of superiority should rather change to one of 
humility and thoughtfulness because it is a gift 
of God “‘to be of good blood born.” This culture 
was not confined to yards of homespun, wood 
Carvings, tapestries and brasses. It was a part of 
another individual who turned her face to the 
wide horizons where she might face new oppor- 
tunities, new experiences and challenges. 

Sigri Tufte of Hallingdal, Norway, came to 
America in 1842 together with her parents and 
two sisters. Elling Eielsen happened to be in New 
York when the ship carrying the Tuftes sailed into 
the harbor. Eielsen knew how difficult it was for 
the immigrant to face a strange language in a 
strange land so he proceeded to give spiritual and 
practical advice to the passengers. He suggested 
that the ‘Tufte family settle at North Cape, Wis- 
consin, near the Muskego settlement. ‘The ‘Tuftes 
were two industrious people. Soon Mr. ‘Tufte 
(who later changed his name to Nelson) bought 
land and built a log cabin. ‘This house became 
known for its gracious hospitality. Very often 
Pastor Eielsen was a guest at this home and it did 
not surprise the good folks too much when Sigrid 
and Pastor Eielsen were married on July 3, 1843. 
She was eighteen and he was thirty-nine. Sigri 
Fielsen consequently goes down on our records as 


Pioneer Women 23 


the first “prestefrue’’ among the Norwegian Lu- 
therans in America. 

Mrs. Eielsen was a gifted woman in many ways. 
She was generous, competent and enlightened, yet 
the first years of her married life could not be 
called happy ones. She herself spoke of her early 
spiritual struggle. Yet all the while she was a 
prodigious student of the Scriptures. Her first 
three babies died in infancy, and this was hard to 
bear for one who was tottering on the brink of 
despair. She felt God’s hand was upon her in 
judgment. She turned again to the Scriptures—this 
morning everything else could wait—she had to 
talk it over with her Lord. The pages of the old 
Bible had been left open. Clearly, distinctly, she 
saw, from where she was standing, the words: 
“Come unto me all ye who labor and are heavy 
laden.” Now she thought less of God’s wrath and 
more of His all-sufficient grace. A happy family 
reunion followed and Sigri testified of her new 
point of view—she “had let go and let God.” Three 
other children were born. We know the Eielsens 
loved children for in their joint testament they 
designated a portion should be used for the found- 
ing of a Children’s Home in Chicago, Illinois. 
Toward the close of her autobiography Sigri 
writes: “Finally, I wish to express a warm wish 
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that God will send a spring time into the kingdom 
of grace and let a Pentecostal wind sweep away 
the spirit of partisanship and all its sad conse- 
quences.” 


DIDERIKKE BRANDT 


Church history does not often mention the 
women who, shoulder to shoulder with their hus- 
bands and families, pioneered this country, but 
we mention a few, lest we forget! 

Diderikke Ottesen was born in 1827. Her father 
was a pastor and dean in the Sande Parish, Nor- 
way. It is one of the most favored districts situated 
on the west side of the beautiful Oslofjord. Here 
in the natural beauty of the fjord and in a beauti- 
ful parsonage with what could almost be termed 
luxury, Diderikke lived until at the age of twelve 
she was sent to a Moravian school in Schlesvig. 
After three years she returned home to be con- 
firmed. Later she traveled with members of her 
family, visiting Germany, more especially to study 
art, but she also spent considerable time in Hol- 
land, England and Denmark. 

In 1856 she married Nils Brandt, a young pas- 
tor. As so many had done, she left her home of 
comfort and refinement to share a new and un- 
predictable life in the new country. ‘Their first 
home together was established in the Rock River 
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Congregation about 50 miles east of Madison 
where they lived nine years. In the fall of 1865, 
they moved to Decorah, Iowa, where Pastor 
Brandt was to serve as a teacher at Luther College 
and. also serve as Shepherd of the Decorah con- 
gregation. 

In 18547 a house of red brick was built by the 
congregation on the college campus which was to 
be the parsonage. The boys, “My boys,” as she 
called them, often spoke of her as their “College 
Mother,” and well they might, for she cared for 
them and nursed them through illnesses, and in 
quite a few instances she loaned them money. 
School nurses and deans were unheard of in our 
schools as yet. Instead all problems were dropped 
into the laps of the professors or their wives. We 
wonder how Mrs. Brandt could find time to do so 
much. Her family of seven and the usual cares of 
a parsonage (especially a parsonage as hospitable 
as the Brandt parsonage) would be plenty to oc- 
cupy the ordinary “prestefrue,’ but Mrs. Brandt 
was not an ordinary one. She was extraordinary 
in every sense of the word. ‘The writer remembers 
very vividly the stories told by her father about 
his days as a student at the college; how Mrs. 
Brandt felt their need of a refining influence and 
so invited these young aspirants to her home. Here 
she taught them the niceties expected of pre-theo- 
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logical students. Among these graces were the cor- 
rect handshake, the manner of sitting in a parlor, 
and, if you please, how to hold and drink of the 
teacup in the proper fashion. She also helped them 
in more material ways. She was quick to sense the 
need of the individual boy and immediately set 
out to help him, no matter what his need might 
be. No wonder that the boys lovingly called her 
“Mother.” 

A group of women from the congregation sold 
articles to the stores in order to help finances. 
Mrs. Brandt served as mediator between the col- 
lege and the ladies of the congregation. Soon we 
find the ladies organized and meeting regularly 
in the homes of the members. Mending the clo- 
thing of the students came first. A small trunk in 
which to keep the clothes and patches was brought 
to every meeting. For years Mrs. Brandt was the 
only one to sew, launder and set the fluted minis- 
ters’ collars. ‘The charge for ironing a collar, 
which took about two hours, was fifty cents. She 
also made communion wafers charging one dollar 
per thousand. All this extra money went into one 
coffer—all to be given to the work of the Kingdom. 

Diderikke Ottesen Brandt’s portrait, beautifully 
executed by the artist, Herbjorn Gausta, hangs in 
the Koren Library at Luther College today in 
loving remembrance of the “College Mother.” 


Pioneer Women 27 
INGEBORG STUB 


Another pioneer, Mrs. H. A. Stub, was a woman 
of strong faith. Her inner life was characterized 
in a remarkable degree by what may be termed a 
true interior peace and quietude; not lazy inac- 
tion; not a quietude which felt and did nothing, 
but that divine quietude which exists by feeling 
and acting in the time and degree of God’s ap- 
pointment and God’s will. It was a principle with 
her to give herself to God in the discharge of 
duty, and leave all results without solicitude in 
His hands. Mrs. Stub was a very noble and very 
gracious woman. N. N. Ronning in his little book, 
“The Saga of Old Muskego,” incorporates into 
his history a tribute to Mrs. H. A. Stub written 
by a daughter-in-law, Valborg Stub. ‘This word 
picture of her mother-in-law was written in Paris 
in 1889. This is her tribute: 

“Grandmother is small of stature, quick and 
alert. She has beautiful blue eyes and her skin, 
says Grandfather, was white as that of a child. 
Now she is old and wrinkled, but she still has 
a mild expression in her eyes and is as light of foot 
as she was when a girl. When I look at her, it 
does not seem such a terrible thing after all to 
grow old. ‘Grandmother’ is a sweet sound in the 
ears of her children and grandchildren; she is 
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always mentioned with love and devotion. When 
I mention her name, it is as if a gentle breeze 
steals by me, the room becomes warmer, more 
pleasant. It fills my soul with sadness and longing 
and there comes a mist before my eyes. How long 
is it since I saw her? When shall I see her again, 
God only knows. 

“But now I want to tell about her and not only 
dream about her. Grandfather and Grandmother 
live in a cozy parsonage which lies high and airy, 
almost hidden by trees. There are few places so 
quiet and restful. There sits Grandmother in front 
of the decked coffee table in her rocking chair 
knitting stockings for her children and grand- 
children—she is always thinking about them. How 
good and lovely she looks! But she cannot be quiet 
very long; she must run out in the kitchen to look 
after this and that, then upstairs, then down in 
the cellar. She is disappointed when she is hin- 
dered by a cold from going down in the cellar to 
find some preserves for her children or grand- 
children who visit their grandparents every sum- 
mer. 

“Grandmother does not only live for her chil- 
dren and grandchildren and the family; she has 
an open heart for all. How many times have I not 
seen her sit up till late at night, repairing clothes 
or knitting stockings for poor students. I have 
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seen her nodding and falling asleep over her work 
many a time. The parsonage was always open to 
young students and they felt at home there. And 
why? Because Grandmother, in spite of added 
work and lack of help, was so pleased to make it 
comfortable for them that her eyes fairly shone. 
When people in the parish were sick, she often 
went with Grandfather to visit them and would 
bring along some preserves from her cellar. 
‘When someone died, Grandmother would be 
up early in the morning picking flowers in the 
garden and weaving a wreath. It was touching 
to see old Grandmother with her apron full of 
flowers. Thus busy, one would forget she was old. 
To many, old age is a burden; not so with Grand- 
mother. She is not even conscious of any special 
privilege or station due her age. When something 
is wanted in the house, she is the first to run and 
fetch it. ‘Let me do it,’ she cries, and she is off 
like the wind. In case a neighbor needs a helping 
hand, she is always ready and she does not even 
take time to put on hat and cape as would be fit 
and proper for a pastor’s wife. No, a kerchief on 
the head and a shawl over her shoulders, and there 
she goes. When children and grandchildren come 
on a visit in the summer time and the vehicle 
drives through the open gate, they catch a glimpse 
through the branches of the trees of a small wom- 
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an waving her handkerchief. As they reach the 
top of the knoll, there stands Grandmother with 
outstretched arms, a warm embrace and a welcome 
so cordial that it touches one’s innermost heart. 

“I never saw her in bad humor or unwilling to 
help. She was seldom sick, except of late. I never 
heard her complain. Grandmother was really the 
youngest in her house, and the reason was that 
she always thought more of others than of her- 
self. Grandfather and Grandmother were not 
spared from sorrow—many of her dear ones passed 
away, grown-up children among them. Then she 
would take Grandfather’s hand and thus they 
would sit together with their sorrow. ‘We must 
bow to God’s will,’ she would whisper. “But it is 
so strange; it’s like the coming of twilight. ‘Time 
was when we had our dear ones with us. Then 
one goes, one after another, and we are going to 
be alone. The lights go out, night comes, and it 
grows so still, so still. Finally comes our night— 
then we shall see them again. O dear God, grant 
this for Jesus’ sake.’ Then Grandfather reads a 
Psalm and she sits there with folded hands. How 
noble and peaceful her countenance! Grandmoth- 
er is wonderful: God bless her.” 


Chapter Four 


The “Ladies Aid” 


Is Born 


“His delight is in the law of the Lord. And he 
shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; 
his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever 
he doeth shall prosper.” Psalinyt72,"9 


Unfortunately there is little record of the first 
“mission societies” as they were known but we 
know they were the concerted action of Christian- 
minded women volunteers in the Lord’s King- 
dom. Organization, as such, was evolved through 
a gradual and natural process. ‘They likely began 
like the story of a Ladies Aid in Iowa. It was in 
the year 1862. G. O. Rustad, treasurer of the 
Synod, came home one day with an idea. “Now,” 
said he to his wife, “that a school is to be built 
here in Decorah you ladies must help pay the debt 
on the building. Couldn’t you sew and sell articles 
to the stores?” So—four ladies formed this first 
sewing circle. 
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We are told of another group in Wisconsin who 
met to tie a quilt and had collected several pairs 
of good heavy woolen socks which they hoped to 
sell to men in a nearby lumber camp. Perhaps 
this was the forerunner of church bazaars. The 
first written record of organized women workers 
comes to us from Ascension Lutheran Church in 
Milwaukee, Wis. ‘Chey worked for funds to build 
a church long before the church became a reality. 

By about 1885 the idea of organized Ladies Aid 
Societies spread through the entire church. Still 
very few records were kept but we are pleased 
to find some records quite complete. The first 
minutes of The First Lutheran Ladies Aid at 
Minot, North Dakota, organized in 1887 are still 
in good condition and are safe in the archives 
of the church. Most societies met for all day ses- 
sions. Distances were far when walking or riding 
horseback. ‘There were swamps in some localities, 
nothing but cow paths in others. Perhaps a few 
would resort to oxen and the more prosperous to 
a horse-drawn vehicle, and later, of course, the 
blessed. bicycle! 

From Colton, South Dakota, we learn that the 
women dedicated certain hens to the cause. ‘The 
eggs were sold (at least at one time) for three 
cents per dozen! ‘The money was given to the 
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Ladies Aid. A valise was used to carry their hand- 
work—some have been preserved intact with pat- 
terns, thread, pieces and buttons, and a smell of 
mothballs! 

The St. Petri Ladies Aid at Story City, Iowa, 
is one of the oldest Aids, being organized in 1873. 
This Aid was organized by Reverend Nils Am- 
lund in the month of June 1873 at the home of 
Mrs. Randi H. Larson. The first bazaar was held in 
1882 on the 4th of July and netted them $100.00. 
They tell us the traditional lutefisk dinner orig- 
inated in Wisconsin, making its appearance in 
1900. In 1903 the Missionary Society of the Mar- 
ion Church near Clermont presented its presi- 
dent, Mrs. Ingebrecht Bilden, a chair in apprecia- 
tion of her service as President for 25 years. 

St. Ansgar Circuit in Iowa provides us with 
some interesting items. ‘This circuit, by the way, 
has played an active part in our church from the 
year 1845 to the present day. ‘The St. Ansgar Aid 
was organized on January 6, 1879, with 12 mem- 
bers. In 1862 St. Ansgar Seminary was dedicated 
and the society’s extra activities were held there. 
‘These women worked for missions and as we 
read, we learn what real mission work can be like. 
‘They bought two boys out of slavery in the Schreu- 
der Mission in Madagascar in the year 1862. A 
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sum of money was sent annually to keep them in 
school. One became an ordained minister, doing 
home mission work, the other became an instruc- 
tor in the Lutheran Mission School. One member 
of the Aid, Mrs. Aase Tollefson, bought one boy 
and paid for his education. In 1890 the Aid 
bought a six-year-old girl for $50 and paid $37.50 
a year to keep her in school. ‘The St. Ansgar Con- 
gregation was a large one and comprised four 
societies. 

The incidents that could be told, if space per- 
mitted, would fill a book with interesting material. 
Aside from the desire to further the Kingdom 
these women found in their societies an answer to 
the need for more social activity. So these organ- 
ized meetings gave them an excuse for seeing 
each other regularly, usually every other week. 
By and by the men became interested and we find 
them working side by side with our women. 

In the early days it was quite customary for men 
to attend the Ladies Aid meeting. In fact, in some 
instances they served as presidents of the Aids. 
At one of the Aids a man was asked where his wife 
was since she was not present. “Oh,” he said, “she 
is home haying!” 

Remembering Paul’s admonition for the wom- 
en to be modest in a gathering some construed 
this to mean that only men must be heard reading 


Scripture and praying, so the minister or a con- 
secrated layman was given the honor, or shall we 
say privilege, of conducting devotions. However 
the men at all times served as maintenance work- 


ers, carrying chairs, improvising tables, building 
fires, carrying water, and, for special parties, turn- 
ing the heavy ice cream freezer. Speaking of ice 
cream and remembering the delicious, cool deli- 
cacy, makes one’s mouth water. ‘That was no messy 
gelatine concoction such as we find today—that 
was real cream—cream and egg combined to form 
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a smooth rich custard and then that subtle taste 
of vanilla—and huge dishes!! 

How we loved the Ladies Aid, especially when 
it met at our own home! It is one of the oldest in- 
stitutions (and certainly one of the most impor- 
tant) that the writer can remember. And why 
shouldn’t she? Her mother was instrumental in 
organizing her home Aid and later when the Aid 
met at her home a baby girl was baptized—we 
should know this to be true, for the little baby 
girl is telling you the story right now! Naturally 
she cannot vouch for anything that transpired 
that day but she can remember “rows upon rows” 
of Ladies Aid meetings and the preparation that 
went on for days; painting and varnishing, paper- 
ing and re-arranging—all this of course after the 
Old King Cole heater had been moved into the 
woodshed where it rested until fall again. For- 
tunately the menu was not a problem. It was put 
right into the Constitution: ‘Meat or cheese dou. 
ble sandwiches, sauce, coffee.’ Later, after a veri- 
table civil war, it was decided that “Che hostess 
may choose between sandwiches and cake, but 
both must not be served.” 

Constitution? Yes, indeed, they had them at a 
surprisingly early date. Here is a constitution 
dated 1883. It comes from the West Immanuel 
Ladies Aid in the Montevideo, Minn., Circuit. 
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1. The proceeds of this organization shall be used for 
church work. 

2. This organization shall meet the first Tuesday of 
every month at 10 o’clock in the forenoon. If weather 
or roads are bad, the meeting will be held the next 
day. 

3. Every meeting begins and ends with Scripture read- 
ing and hymn singing. Also, members be careful and 
do not talk about absent members. 

4. When you join, pay 25 cents to $1.00. ‘Those not able 
to take home work will pay from 10 cents to 25 cents 
at each meeting. 

. Meals served shall be plain and simple. Menu: Bread, 
butter, coffee, pork and potatoes. 

6. Yearly meetings shall be held in May. Officers shall 

be president and treasurer. 

7. Members shall confess to the Lutheran faith and be 
of good repute. 


Or 


Well! There was a constitution that could be 
understood by everyone—a far cry from the de- 
tailed literary gems of today. But the prophet 
said: ‘For who has despised the day of small be- 
ginningse’”’ We can only include a few anecdotes 
as they come to our desk. We believe this story 
of one early Ladies Aid will bring at least a 
smile. ‘he women had made two beautiful quilts 
and. decided to sell numbers. ‘They were getting 
along splendidly when the pastor told them he 
didn’t approve of their way of doing business. 
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They were heart-broken but good losers, for we 
are told that they offered to make refunds but the 
pastor weakened a bit and said what so many min- 
isters have had to say: “Just don’t do it again.” 
It did not seem to have affected the zeal of these 
women for we learn of one later meeting at which 
the pastor and other men of the congregation had 
to hurry to the basement to put in supports lest 
the floor give way. 

One thing was quite unknown to our women at 
this time. They had not heard of calories and 
very little about diets. ‘The “‘suppers”’ offered the 
public is characteristic of the Norwegians. If you 
lived in Northfield, Minnesota, on February 28, 
1899, you very likely attended the supper served 
by the St. Johns Ladies Aid. ‘The menu consisted 
of lutefisk, kj¢tboller, fiskeboller, lefse, flatbr¢d, 
rugbréd, primost, rédgrg@t, eplegr@t, krumkake, 
fattigmand, rosetter, sandbakkelse, kringler, ma- 
kroner, berlinerkranser, and coffee. “Supper 15¢, 
Admission 10c. Music St. Olaf Band. Everyone 
welcome.” 

Times have changed but we have seen how the 
work of the church steadily grew. The pattern 
of activity changed like the colored sky at sunset 
but the same spirit prevailed and by the grace 
of God each change was a step forward, as we shall 
see in chapters which follow. 


Chapter Five 


First Synodical 


Organizations 


“Thou shalt rejoice in every good thing which 
the Lord thy God hath given unto thee.” 
Deuteronomy 26:11 


As we consider the work that women of the 
church have been permitted to do, and as we 
count our blessings one by one, our hearts are 
filled with gratitude. God’s goodness to us fills 
us with a consciousness that He loves and cares 
for us, even to the least event of our lives. All 
through the years God has laid His fatherly hands 
upon our work, and always in benediction. Our 
hearts beat with a pulse of thankfulness and every 
gift has its return of praise to the Giver of all 
good, but that need not keep us from stopping 
now and then to bless the memories of the work- 
ers who have laid their burdens down expecting 
us to carry on where they left off, for this is our 
reasonable service. 

In the former Hauge Synod the pastors’ and 
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professors’ wives had organized what they termed 
“a society whose aim is to be of mutual edification 
and benefit to each other.’ Their meetings were 
held during the annual meeting of their Synod. 
Later they took the name “Mission Dove,” en- 
larged their sphere of activity and their member- 
ship. ‘Curning their interest to China, this organ- 
ization made possible a Bible School for Women. 
Ata cost of $6000 they built and equipped a home 
in St. Paul for missionaries on furlough in this 
country. ‘Chey financed a hospital for the students 
at ‘The Red Wing Seminary, and aided in financ- 
ing one at Jewell, Iowa. They were a group of 
active workers and in later years took on added 
responsibilities. 

Parallel to the Hauge organization there existed 
in the Norwegian Synod a society of pastors’ 
wives, “Prestekone forening,’ which centered 
around Luther College to begin with. Later it 
spread its interest to Christian Education and Mis- 
sion work. ‘The impressive statue of Luther, a 
replica of the Luther Statue at Worms, Germany, 
costing $3000, was a gift of these women to Luther 
College. Later they presented Luther ‘Theological 
Seminary with a copy of Thorvaldsen’s Statue of 
Christ. One of the aims of this worthy organiza- 
tion was to aid needy students at the church in- 
stitutions. 
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In 1903 in Duluth during a convention of the 
United Norwegian Church, as a result of plan- 
ning by Mrs. T. H. Dahl, mission boxes were 
given to pastors’ wives to distribute. One year 
$10,000 was given missions through these boxes. 
At a convention in 1911 permission was given the 
women of the United Church to organize. Mrs. 
Dahl was elected President. Her dream was not 
only to send more missionaries into the foreign 
field but to provide a home for the missionaries 
who returned home footsore and weary. In 1914 
Mrs. Dahl was signally honored. She was sent 
to Norway with a Jubilee gift. She had been com- 
missioned to represent the women of Norwegian 
descent in America and to present their gift to 
the King and Queen. Mrs. Dahl was one of the 
principal speakers on that occasion. 

Later the three church groups planned union. 
Some were delighted, some said, “We get along 
fine as we are.’ Others were more vehement. “We 
will lose our identity,” said they. We cannot but 
smile now as we remember some of the friendly 
and sometimes not so friendly debates, pro and 
con. Perhaps the greatest obstacle to peace of 
mind was a lack of knowledge. The women were 
not acquainted with the women or the work of 
the other synods, though they did realize that all 
worked for the Kingdom. A period of training 
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was inaugurated through the periodicals of each 
group and soon the women of the church could see 
eye to eye. Prayer circles were organized in many 
local Aids. They prayed that all might moderate 
their own wishes and desires, that He would lead 
the way, and so selfishness was pushed back and 
their wills were merged into God’s will. They 
realized that what had been done in a small way 
separately in their respective synods must in the 
future be done jointly on a larger scale. And so 
the work prospered. It is altogether awesome! The 
Lord can make steppingstones even of our defects 
and miserable mistakes. He remembereth—He re- 
membereth in the making—that we are but dust; 
the dust of the earth out of which He chose to 
make something a little lower than the angels. 
Blessed be His Name! 


Chapter Sax 


The WME Is Born 


“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings.” Ephesians 1:3 


The Merger in 1917 was a breath-taking event. 
Always in our minds will be the thought that 
being present was a God-given privilege. Repre- 
sentatives of the three synods met at the St. Paul 
armory and marched to the auditorium. The 
Hauge Synod led the march with Governor Peter 
Norbeck of South Dakota and his father, the 
venerable Reverend G. Norbeck, as color bearers. 
Then followed the Norwegian Synod with Mr. 
Berg of Galesville, Wisconsin, as color bearer, 
and finally the United Church with Mr. Oley 
Nelson and the Reverend N. E. Boe, Civil War 
veterans, as color bearers. Nearly 15,000 persons 
tried to get seats in the St. Paul Auditorium. The 
hall was exceedingly festive. ‘Two huge American 
flags were on the stage and just below, the chorus 
of some 2000 voices made up of choirs from all 
parts of the church. Below the stage and to the 
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right was the Luther College Band. At the ap- 
pointed time the entire audience, led by the jubi- 
lee chorus, and accompanied by the band, arose 
and sang the Te Deum. A very impressive union 
service followed. It was festive beyond description 
and thrilling to old and young. But most sig- 
nificant and far-reaching for all was the realiza- 
tion that this day a dream had become a reality 
and that the prayers which had lived in the hearts 
of hundreds of thousands of Christians for almost 
three-quarters of a century had been answered 
far beyond their fondest hopes. | 


“Wondrous things the Lord hath done, 
He hath us delighted. 
For the parting wall is gone, 
And we are united. 
Brother friend and brother found, 
Strife at last is ended; 
God hath us with mercy crowned, 
Greatly us befriended.” 


(Sung at the union of the three synods) 


Now that our women had followed the merger 
proceedings and knew that the organization had 
been perfected, they felt free to leave the men for 
the time being and so on June 12 they held 
their own meeting in the Palm Room of the St. 
Paul Hotel in St. Paul. With the merging of the 
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three synods, the three women’s organizations 
dissolved and now met to organize one body. One 
hundred eighty-three women joined in singing, 


“Heavenly Spirit, all others transcending, 
Come Thou, our spirit in unity blending.” 


It was sung in the true spirit of a prayer and 
with such pathos that many were moved to tears. 
Undoubtedly there were yet some who questioned 
the advisability of a church-wide women’s organ- 
ization, but from the beginning the men leaders 
of the newly-formed Norwegian Lutheran Church 
of America encouraged and counselled the wom- 
en. Professor E. Kr. Johnsen led in Scripture 
reading and prayer. Mrs. S. S. Reque welcomed 
the members on behalf of the Lutheran women 
of St. Paul. 

Before perfecting the organization, the reports 
of the officers of the Womens Missionary Federa- 
tion of the United Church were heard. Mrs. Dahl 
gave an interesting resume of the past year’s work 
and Mrs. M. O. Béckman, treasurer, reported 
that $5,000 had been collected through the Mis- 
sion boxes. The meeting proceeded to organize, 
Mrs. Dahl acting as temporary chairman and 
Miss Agnes Mellby as temporary secretary. ‘The 
assembly felt certain now that the organization 
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working together in love would be a means in 
the hand of God to unify the forces among women 
and that it would be a definite power in the 
church at large. 

Logically, Mrs. IT. H. Dahl, who had been 
such an inspiration, was elected President. Elect- 
ed to serve with Mrs. Dahl were: Mrs. H. G. 
Stub, vice-president; Mrs. M. Hegland, corre- 
sponding secretary; Mrs. I. D. Ylvisaker, record- 
ing secretary; Mrs. M. O. Béckman, treasurer, and 
Mesdames Edward Johnson, N. Flaten, and Ed 
Hove, members at large. However, before the 
meeting closed, Mrs. Hegland resigned and Mrs. 
C. J. Eastvold was elected to the office of cor- 
responding secretary. Dr. H. G. Stub was present- 
ed to the convention and he extended a hearty 
greeting from the Norwegian Lutheran Church 
Convention which was still in session. ‘The pre- 
vailing idea of the women’s organization, said 
Mrs. Dahl, in her inaugural address, was that the 
federation was a sisterhood working within the 
church, for the church and at the bidding of the 
church. 

_The proposed constitution was read by Mrs. 
N. Boe of Sioux Falls, South Dakota. ‘The purpose 
of the Federation was: ‘““To create interest in and 
stimulate love for the great cause of missions, 
to unite, if possible, all women’s societies within 
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the Norwegian Lutheran Church in harmonious 
co-operation for missions; to promote the organi- 
zation of separate mission societies and children’s 
societies wherever it is found practicable; to dis- 
seminate knowledge of missions in general and of 
the missions of the Norwegian Lutheran Church 
in particular.”’ 

The constitution was considered section by sec- 
tion and adopted. Mrs. N. Boe, wife of the South 
Dakota District President, had met several times 
with the leaders, who were contemplating the or- 
ganization of a general federation previous to date 
of organization, in order that a constitution could 
be presented at the first meeting of the assembly 
at St. Paul. 

The entire convention was prayer-guided. More 
than once of those organization days was the state- 
ment made, “and we knelt in prayer so often.” 
The following committees were appointed: 


Literature: Mrs. M. O. Wee, Mrs. H. B. Kildahl, Mrs. 
R. O. Brandt, Mrs. Edward Duea, and Mrs. T. O. Tolo. 

Mission Boxes: Mrs. I. J. Knutson. 

Life Membership: Mrs. J. A. Quello. 

Resolutions: Mrs. Aasheim, Mrs. N. Boe, and Mrs. D. 
Stoeve. 


The afternoon session opened with the singing 
of the hymn, “Min sjel, min sjel, lov Herren.” 
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(My soul, now bless thy Maker.) Professor M. 
O. Wee led in Scripture reading and prayer. 
Reverend J. R. Birkelund gave a stirring address. 
Sister Caroline Williams of the Deaconess Home 
in Chicago spoke for the Deaconess cause and 
made a touching appeal for the support of the 
Deaconess Home. Mrs. I. D. Ylvisaker had ar- 
ranged for incidental music and presented Mil- 
dred Romsdal-Bruns and the Reverend A. J. Boe 
in pleasing numbers. ‘The Convention collection 
amounted to $140.00. We mention this because 
it is interesting to compare the amount received 
then with that of convention offerings of today. 
The Committee on Resolutions expressed grati- 
tude to God for the great work which had been 
done by the women, beseeching God’s blessing 
upon the united efforts in the future and praying 
that unity in aim and action might reign in the 
new organization so that shortcomings might not 
disturb the great things which the Lord had done. 
This was a very fitting close to the first meeting 
of the General Women’s Missionary Federation. 
The effect upon the men of the church when 
the organization was perfected was as the drop- 
ping of a bombshell. Surely the place of the wom- 
en was in their homes and not in public meetings! 
A long questionnaire appeared in “Skandinaven’”’ 
asking why there should be a need for a women’s 
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organization and one question directed, “Are 
there no socks to mend?” But as the work for mis- 
sions advanced and interest among the women 
erew, the attitude and mistrust and disapproval 
among the men waned, and soon the work of the 
women had universal blessing. 


Chapter Seven 


The Framework 
Established 


“Serve him with a perfect heart, and with a will- 
ing mind.” I Chronicles 28:9 


The first annual meeting of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Federation was held June 12, 1918, in 
Fargo, North Dakota, President Mrs. T. H. Dahl, 
presiding. In her address Mrs. Dahl brought two 
points specifically: First, ‘The Federation should 
be organized from the national organization down 
to Districts, then to Circuits, and finally to local 
Aid Societies. Secondly, Mission boxes should be 
distributed in every home within the church and 
a fund created for the work of missions. ‘The 
Convention later adopted her ideas without a dis- 
senting vote. Mrs. Edward Johnson was elected 
recording secretary and Mrs. C. J. Eastvold was 
moved to the Executive Board. 

An excerpt from an article entitled ‘““The Fargo 
Convention” gives the sentiment of the Women’s 
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Missionary Federation at that time. “A new fea- 
ture of the meeting was the prominence given to 
the Women’s Federation. Does this mean a de- 
parture from the old traditions? Are we to have 
women preachers and delegates? We do not be- 
lieve that under ordinary conditions the business 
management of the church should be added to 
the many burdens of a woman? But we all know 
the help the Ladies Aid Societies have given to 
our church work. The gathering of an Aid So- 
ciety has often been the beginning of a congrega- 
tion. ‘The purpose of the Women’s Federation is 
to unite all these Aid Societies in the great mis- 
sion work of the church. Some time in the future 
we shall wonder that we could not see the impor- 
tance of such an organization years ago.” 
Delegates to this convention came from North 
and South Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, 
Illinois and New York. ‘The Federation now num- 
bered 5400 souls. Miss Gertrude Hilleboe, Dean 
of Women at St. Olaf College, was one of the 
speakers at the evening session, choosing as her 
subject, “Lutheran Women’s Loyalty.” Mrs. Lars 
Harrisville of Chicago, Illinois, addressed the 
women using the theme, “Mission Work of Lu- 
theran Women.” She emphasized that interest in 
missions should begin in the first grade of Sunday 
school. Dr. H. G. Stub greeted the assembly, and 
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musical selections were offered by the Choir of 
The First Lutheran Church of Fargo, and solos 
by the Reverend H. B. Thorgrimson of Grand 
Forks and Martha Reishus of Minot. 

At one of the sessions of the General Church 
Convention held simultaneously, the following 
resolution was adopted: ‘““The president and secre- 
tary of the Women’s Missionary Federation are 
entitled to—invited to—take part in the meetings 
of the Board of Foreign Missions and of the 
Board of Charities are Advisory Members.” ‘This 
was a new departure and certainly good news for 
the women assembled. During the coffee breaks 
when delegates and visitors of both conventions 
mingled, many interesting remarks were made— 
some for and some against the measure. Someone 
has said, ““Where there is life there will be strife,”’ 
and again a wiseacre said, “It is the lazy man who 
wants to live with no differences,’ and we re- 
member a remark made by the sainted Professor 
Gisle Bothne — whether original or not — “‘Dis- 
cussions have almost made theologians.’’ We are 
happy to say the men seemed to settle down little 
by little and both conventions were able to carry 
on! 

At a later session in Fargo the wives of the 
District Presidents were authorized to organize the 
Districts, and the president chosen for the District 
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was in turn to organize into Circuits. “When such 
organization is completed, the women’s societies 
will be the greatest working body within the 
church with almost unlimited resources,’ wrote 
Mrs. Dahl in 1919. Each organization was to have 
its Own constitution and officers and was given 
authority to conduct its own business as a part 
of the General Federation. Money raised could 
be disposed of as they saw fit, but it was under- 
stood that all money for Missionary purposes was 
to be sent through the Federation treasury. ‘This 
provision was likely made so that the Federation 
could check on the work accomplished. ‘The Gen- 
eral Convention at Fargo was a big step forward. 
The women fairly strutted and the Board became 
so bold as to formulate points to be presented to 
the Board of Finance of the Church, requesting: 


1. That the Board furnish the Federation a stenographer 
and clerk whenever the president and secretary had 
need of such service. 

2. That separate book-keeping be maintained for the 
Women’s Missionary Federation. | 

3. That the letters addressed to the Women’s Missionary 
Federation be opened but be kept intact until called 
for by a member of the Executive Committee of the 
Women’s Missionary Federation. 

4. That the treasurer of the Women’s Missionary Feder- 
ation be assigned a special desk at the Publishing 
House. 
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5. That all money sent to the Treasurer of the Missions 
(Pastor LTangjerd) by the Federation be credited 
to the Federation. 


As far as we know, the requests were granted. 
‘The Women’s Missionary Federation was off to 
a good start and the inspiration which had been 
given took hold and prospered, as we shall see. 


DISTRICTS ORGANIZED 


The Federation began its work as an auxiliary 
to the four departments of the church. It could 
not solicit funds. All requests for money were 
to come from the departments of the church. All 
money was to be sent to the treasurer of the 
church. This occasioned some misunderstanding, 
for, and also in, the Federation. The questions 
came thick and fast. What were their specific du- 
ties? What challenges and projects might the 
Federation envision for the coming years? Some 
things were clarified, and it was finally arranged 
that the Federation “overhead” should be based 
on the contributions sent to the four church de- 
partments. A pro rata sum should be paid by 
each of the following departments: Home Mis- 
sions, Foreign Missions, Education and Charities. 
With this security as to the Federation expenses, 
the Executive Committee began to plan for the 
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future. Organization now began in earnest and 
the next step in the establishing of the Women’s 
Missionary Federation was the organization of the 
districts. 

Shortly after the convention at Fargo, Mrs. N. 
Boe made plans for the South Dakota District, 
calling for a meeting to be held on May 31, 1919, 
in the St. Olaf Church (S. M. Orwoll, Pastor) at 
Sioux Falls. Pastors’ and professors’ wives and dele- 
gates from several Ladies Aids and mission so- 
cieties within the District were present for the 
purpose of organizing a District Women’s Mis- 
sionary Federation. ‘The Reverend N. Boe called 
the meeting to order, conducted the devotions, 
and appointed Mrs. J. David Larson of Pierre as 
secretary pro tem, and appointed a committee 
on Credentials. A proposed constitution was read 
and adopted, section by section. ‘The chair ap- 
pointed Mrs. P. Nordsletten of Irene, Mrs. Odin 
Herreid of Sioux Falls, and Mrs. R. Ulvilden of 
Omaha, Nebraska, as a Nominating Committee, 
and the following officers were elected: 


President: Mrs. N. Boe, Sioux Falls 

Vice President: Mrs. A. E. Distad, Pierre 

Treasurer: Mrs. H. Solem, Garretson 

Corresponding Secretary: Mrs. C. M. Christianson, Sioux 
Falls 

Recording Secretary: Mrs. J. David Larson, Pierre 
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The remaining officers were elected by accla- 
mation. ‘The report showed 28 pastors’ and profes- 
sors’ wives present and 35 delegates. 26 Ladies Aid 
and Mission Societies enrolled at this meeting. 

Mrs. N. Boe, newly elected President, then took 
the chair, and presided at the afternoon session. 
The assembly was quite interested to learn that 
a house guest at the home of Mrs. Boe would speak 
and were thrilled when the guest was none other 
than the beloved Mrs. ‘T. H. Dahl. Mrs. Dahl was 
very frail and was escorted to and from the plat- 
form by Mrs. Boe. She spoke of the work closest 
to her heart and stressed the work for missions 
in a clear firm voice. At one point she was offered 
a chair which she accepted most graciously, say- 
ing as she continued, “The spirit is willing but 
the flesh is weak.’”’ Going right on after the little 
interruption, she admonished all—every individ- 
ual—to have a share in the building of the King- 
dom. Every woman should be a missionary in 
her own home—a member of the “Big Sisterhood” 
—which counts it the greatest honor and the 
sweetest joy to be the Lord’s handmaid. Dr. H. 
G. Stub, who had been attending the church 
convention held at the same time, greeted the 
convention. Professor Gerhard Dahl entertained 
the group with three beautiful organ numbers, 
and Martha Reishus rendered. vocal solos. 
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It is interesting to notice that even at this first 
meeting provision was made for presenting the 
‘cause of missions and other branches of the 
church work without delay. We note too that 
Mrs. Dahl was present at the organization meet- 
ings of five districts in May and June of that year 
(1919) . Eventually nine Districts were organized. 
The first presidents could well be called pioneers 
in their districts: Mrs. Olin Reigstad in Eastern 
District; Mrs. N. Flaten in Southern Minnesota; 
Mrs. A. Houkom in Northern Minnesota; Mrs. 
M. E. Waldeland in Iowa; Mrs. M. A. Christensen 
in Pacific District; Mrs. G. P. Homnes in North 
Dakota; Mrs. N. Boe in South Dakota; Mrs. G. 
A. Carlson in Rocky Mountain, and Mrs. J. R. 
Lavik in Canada. It took approximately 10 years 
before the organization of these Districts was com- 
plete. 

We find the Executive Board meeting with the 
District Presidents for the first time on September 
10-12, 1919, Mrs. Dahl, presiding. ‘The organiza- 
tions were not only growing but growing up, for 
these were solemn and impressive days and 
prayers often ascended to God asking for clarifi- 
cation and guidance. Certainly there must have 
been times when the leaders doubled their prayer 
hours asking for patience. ‘The necessity for self- 
sacrifice, co-operation and intensive individual 
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energy was brought out again and again by Mrs. 
Dahl, and how well she could do this—being a 
shining example of a dedicated soul herself! 

At this time the treasury bulged with $9,691.32, 
of which the sum of $8,443.29 was designated for 
the Girls’ School of China. This was Mrs. Dahl’s 
beloved project and the gift was made in her 
honor. The Agnes Mellby Home in Northfield 
was already established and another Missionary 
Home called “Missionsduen” had been erected 
in St. Anthony Park, St. Paul. Already work was 
being carried on in an efficient manner. Since the 
nine districts had been organized, their presidents 
for the most part could be relied on to furnish 
lists of societies. Plans were made to see that each 
home would receive a Mission box, preferably 
through the Sunday schools. ‘These boxes were 
to be distributed on October 1 and returned 
April 1. Tracts on Medical Missions suitable 
for young people’s organizations had been print- 
ed. ‘These, together with other mission literature, 
were to be sent free for the asking. Programs for 
Rally Day and Mission Programs were recom- 
mended. District Presidents were reminded to 
send all moneys for Mission and Federation work 
to the General ‘Treasurer of the church. The first 
photograph of the General Board was taken dur- 
ing these sessions (see photo section). 


THE FIRST GENERAL BOARD OF THE WMF— 1919 


Top row: Mrs. O. G. Reigstad, Mrs. G. A. Carlson, Mrs. E. Hove. Second row: 
Mrs. N. N. Boe, Mrs. M. A. Christensen, Mrs. A. Houkum, Mrs. J. R. Lavik. Third row: 
Mrs. |. D. Yivisaker, Mrs. H. G. Stub, Mrs. T. H. Dahl (president), Mrs. M. O. Bock- 
man, Mrs. Edw. Johnson, Mrs. N. Flaten. Not on picture: Mrs. O. E. Brandt and Mrs. 


M. O. Wee. 
Miss Arna Niaa, executive secretary of 
the Lutheran Daughters of the Reforma- Miss Alice Sanne has been executive 
tion since August 1936. The LDR grew secretary of the Women's Missionary 


out of the WMF and was formed in 1928. Federation since November, 1945. 


Sewing has been a part of the work 
of local women's groups since they 
were first formed. 


Even youngsters pitch in to help 
pack used clothing for overseas 
shipment. 


Clean-up is often women's work, espe- 
cially in new home mission churches. 


Women of a Rockford, Ill., church participate in a local church-sponsored television 
program. 


| Women teach in the Sunday Schools and Vacation Bible Schools. 


Many hands make light work in the church kitchen. 


The annual church Ladies’ Aid picnic 


The Mission Box has been a part 
of the WMF since before its or- 
ganization. Through this means 
women of the church contribute 
to home and foreign missions of 


the ELC, 


Mrs. J. W. Ylvisaker presents a 
missions check from the WMF to 
Dr. Rolf Syrdal, executive secre- 


tary of Foreign Missions of the 
ELC. 


A class lined up in front of the Lena Dahl School in China. The school was the first 
special WMF Foreign Mission project and named in memory of the first WMF 
president. 


Call to worship in Sudan. A hollow 
log issued instead of the traditional 


church bell. 


Dr. Mandsager in front of a dis- 
pensary in the Sudan ELC mis- 
sion, a WMF project in 1954-56. 


A bronze plaque on the Sogamoso 
School in Colombia, S. America, 
built in memory of Mrs. Clarissa Nor- 


mann, fifth president of the WMF. 


A mission church in Tokyo, Japan, 
built with funds provided by the 
WMF in its 1950-52 project. 


A view of the Sogamoso School, 


the WMF's 1956-58 project. 


Dr. Erling Hestenes, mission doctor, gives anesthesia before performing an operation 
in the Hlabisa hospital. 


New buildings of the Hlabisa Mission hospital in South Africa, the WMEF special 
project for 1952-54. 
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CIRCUITS ORGANIZED 


Organization of the Women’s Missionary Fed- 
eration Districts was the firstfruits but the work 
was to extend farther. Districts began to organize 
into Circuits. Because South Dakota District had 
been the first to organize under the leadership 
of Mrs. Boe, she was given authority to organize 
her District into Circuits. So the South Dakota 
District is to have the honor of being the first 
District and the first Circuit to be organized. 
For that reason we have given details of those 
two pioneer organizations although we realize that 
many more were very soon organized and in much 
the same manner. 

The fall meeting of the Vermillion Circuit of 
the Norwegian Lutheran Church was to be held 
in the Immanuel Lutheran Church at Beresford, 
South Dakota (A. E. Distad, Pastor and Circuit 
President) . The dates were October 7-9, 1919. In- 
vitations had been sent to all pastors’ wives asking 
them to bring two delegates from each of the 
Ladies Aids in the parish. ‘There had been con- 
siderable opposition to a women’s organization 
even among the clergy and therefore the invita- 
tion extended had read: ‘‘God willing, come to the 
parsonage.”” Four days before the meeting came 
a letter from Mrs. Boe to Pastor Distad. The 
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contents of the letter were never posted but it 
must have been a tremendously interesting one for 
we find Pastor Distad changing his plans and 
offering the women the best session of the circuit 
meeting of the Norwegian Lutheran Church, 
namely, the afternoon session of the second day. 
He explained that he thought an open meeting 
would, after all, be better than a closed one. 
The meeting proceeded. Mrs. Boe presided 
and presented the work outlined for the circuit. 
The following officers were elected: 
President: Mrs. Olaf Lysnes 
Secretary: Mrs. Jersing Thompson 
Treasurer: Mrs. Levorson 
So, again, Mrs. Boe made history in the Wom- 
en’s Missionary Federation. It is interesting to 
notice, too, that she was present at all but two 
of the circuit organization meetings. It would be 
worthwhile to cover the details of each meeting 
but that is not possible in this short sketch. Only 
by reading detailed histories of individual so- 
cieties can we grasp the scope of the work done, 
and that is one reason why we encourage societies 
to have their own historians. Events which seem 
commonplace to us today may prove very interest- 
ing to the next generation. 
The following incidents have come to us from 
our sisters of the Canada District: 
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‘Ladies Aid Day was a great day in the other- 
wise quiet life of these isolated and often lonely 
pioneer women. How keen we all were to attend. 
Plans began in early morning with the promise of 
a horse, also a promise from the men that they 
would definitely be on time for dinner. ‘Then a 
large colored article would be hung on the line 
to let less fortunate neighbors know we had been 
successful in our ways and means plans and they 
could have a ride. So loaded to capacity we happi- 
ly started out though our means of transportation 
was most often a horse which had very evidently 
reached the age of discretion and which had its 
own very decided ideas as to what constituted 
speed. Even so, we reached our destination earlier 
than many who now come in high-powered cars. 
We had much to do and there was much visiting 
to be done as the work progressed. Devotions, a 
hearty lunch, then home to take up, with new 
zest, the duties there. 

“Circuit meetings were often adventurous as 
well as enjoyable. Such an experience occurred one 
beautiful spring morning while returning home 
through wooded country in Eastern Saskatchewan. 
Cattle were grazing along the road sides and all 
seemed peaceful until suddenly the leader of the 
herd, a great black fellow, appeared in the center 
of a long narrow graded road. He was evidently 
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in a bad mood for no amount of honking caused 
him to stir except for his wild bellowings and dirt 
throwing. A previous remark that the car brakes 
were somewhat defective proved altogether true 
for the next moment the proud fellow was 
bumped and rolling into the ditch. The old Ford 
had stopped dead. No amount of cranking pro- 
duced the slightest whimper. Finally, after many 
adjustments and trial crankings it started. I think 
another hand was on the crank on that last attempt 
for fearful mutterings were coming from the ditch 
where our black friend was coming back to life. 
With revenge in his eyes he started in pursuit, bel- 
lowing and throwing dirt, but we soon outdis- 
tanced him. 

‘Another adventuresome journey was taken on 
the occasion of the re-organization of the Moose 
Jaw Circuit. A heavy snow had blocked all roads 
from Estevan to Bromhead and after a day’s wait 
the 4o miles were made by car through heavy 
drifts in about four hours’ time. We later learned 
that 17 people had been stranded and had spent 
the night at a bachelor’s shack where seating was 
limited to one chair, one apple box and a cot! At 
another time enroute to another circuit meeting 
a heavy rain came up and the car became com- 
pletely mired. When the rain ended, all the pas- 
sengers, men and women, got out to help, remov- 
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ing shoes and stockings for the effort. When they 
arrived at the church a pail of water and towels 
were supplied, and after much laughter and 
splashing and rubbing they were quite presentable 
and joined the services, though decidedly late.” 

“In this little town the Ladies Aid had become 
rather important in a social way. Always the 
thought was of course to reach out for more mem- 
bers . Some did not care to join but would be will- 
ing to contribute to the ‘poor baskets’ or per- 
haps entertain the group in their homes. So it 
was that one rather influential woman offered her 
home. We can imagine there was no little excite- 
ment abroad and many an extra hairpin curl ad- 
justed, for this was to be an occasion. ‘The meet- 
ing was conducted in the usual manner and then 
came the lunch. The table fairly groaned. The 
day was very warm so the hostess thought best 
to serve beer as the beverage instead of the com- 
monplace coffee! Now—there was something to 
think about! How to preserve the dignity of the 
Ladies Aid and yet not offend the generous-heart- 
ed hostess. We are not yet sure how the problem 
was solved!” 

Then there is the tale of the Circuit President 
in Montana—the land of the open spaces. She had 
called a meeting to be held in a church “across 
the creek.” ‘The kind husband had offered to take 
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her but she knew he should be in the field and 
so insisted on walking the four miles. Stones had 
been placed to serve as a bridge over the little 
creek. But when our lady arrived there the creek 
was not so little any more. A recent rain in the 
west had brought a torrent of water and the stones 
could be seen no more. What should she do? To 
go around would mean a very great delay. For- 
tunately she was wearing a washable dress. Off 
came the shoes and stockings, up came the skirts, 
and with hands (carrying the shoes and stockings) 
and heart uplifted, she forded the stream! She 
was at the appointed place at the appointed time— 
very washed though not ironed. What if water had 
reached the rib-line? First things first! 

We have another story from Montana which is 
a gem: This time too a circuit meeting was to be 
held and seven women had arranged to have one 
husband take his old Ford and transport them to 
the place of meeting. A collection for gas and oil 
had already been taken. All were ready, wearing 
best bib and tucker when “Pa” announced that the 
engine in the car was dead. Coaxing was of no 
avail. So what? Down on the river just below the 
barn was the old boat which the children often 
used for a playhouse. So into the boat they clam- 
bered and five miles down the river. They were 
lucky it was “down.” By evening, we are told, 
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the old Ford repented and called for them at the 
close of the meeting. 

Here is a story from Wisconsin: “One day my 
mother had been canning all forenoon and the day 
was hot. After the noon meal had been taken 
care of she went upstairs to get ready to go to the 
‘Kvindeforening.’ I remember it took her longer 
than usual and when she came downstairs she 
was laughing. ‘What do you suppose happened 
to me today?’ Then she told of how she absent- 
mindedly undressed completely and went to bed. 
While she was resting and relaxing so comfortably 
she suddenly ‘came to’ and remembered that 
she was to go to Ladies Aid. I am glad I have this 
particular memory of her, for it has helped me 
often when I’ve been tired. It must have taken 
some will power to get out of bed and begin all 
over again. I have found, as I know she did, that 
dressing up, going to Ladies Aid, hearing a help- 
ful devotion, singing our wonderful hymns, and 
then having a visit over a cup of coffee with 
friends, well—I’ve come home rested and re- 
freshed.”’ 

Stories of early days are precious and will be- 
come more precious as time goes on. Cherish little 
incidents—put them in writing, and date them 
carefully. Your historian 40 years from now likely 
will call for them! 


Chapter Erght 


The Program 
Enlarged 


“I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit: for without me ye can do 
nothing.” John 15:5 


In the spring of 1920 Mrs. Dahl felt it necessary 
to resign from the presidency, and at the ‘Third 
General Convention held in June that year in 
Central Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, the fol- 
lowing officers were elected: 


President: Mrs. I. D. Ylvisaker 

Vice President: Mrs. C. C. Holter 

Treasurer: Mrs. H. G. Stub 

Recording Secretary: Mrs. M. O. Sumstad 

Corresponding Secretary: Mrs. H. B. Kildahl 
and Mrs. Otto Juul. 


Mrs. T. H. Dahl was made Honorary President 
of the Federation and was spared to take part in 
the work for two more years. The impact of her 
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life remains a strong and dominant influence. At 
the 1920 convention the Executive Committee saw 
fit to change its name to the “General Board.’ It 
comprised the Executive Committee and the Dis- 
trict Presidents. 

The triangle containing the letters WMF was 
designed by Miss Sigfrid Ylvisaker, daughter of 
Mrs. I. D. Ylvisaker. This drawing was presented 
and adopted and became the official insignia on 
all printed material of the Federation. 

On September 24, 1922, Mrs. TI. H. Dahl passed 
away. At the General Convention the following 
year, 1923, a Memorial Service was held. Concern- 
ing her death we find this tribute; ““A mother in 
Israel has passed on. Whatever of grief and sor- 
row may be occasioned by the death of Mrs. Dahl, 
is graciously softened by the peace and glory 
which surrounded her last days. Hers was not a 
struggle with the last grim foe, but a sweet com- 
munion with her Lord, and her passing as that 
of a weary child that sinks into peaceful slumber 
in the arms of her Heavenly Father. In life so full 
of faith and a death so crowned with victory, we 
confidently say with the apostle, ‘O death, where 
is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? But 
thanks be to God who giveth us the victory 
through our Lord, Jesus Christ.’ ” 

An announcement was made that the funds 
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for the Lena Dahl Memorial had been raised and 
sent to the school in China. An auxiliary, the 
Women’s Guild of Central China, was organized 
that year and a new sister from the foreign field 
was received into the Federation. 

Decisions of the 1923 convention showed that 
the Federation which was organized to support 
Home and Foreign Missions now was reaching 
out to include Charities and Christian Education. 
Of the 3000 or so societies in the church only 1045 
were members of the Federation so far. Only 17 
circuits had been organized and but 192 circuit 
meetings held. The energetic Board refused to be 
discouraged and set about to send out literature 
to stimulate the Districts, Circuits, and Societies 
into action. ‘The Literature Committee worked 
prodigiously and were pleased with the response. 
40,000 Mission boxes were sent out. ‘There was a 
general awakening. Several societies made clothes 
for the various Children’s Homes and the Bethany 
Indian Mission. Early funds for support of the 
Indian Mission were realized from the sale of 
Indian baskets by the local Aids. “Mothering 
Committees” were organized to visit and bring 
cheer to our charitable institutions. A steady in- 
crease in finances was seen and the Church Board 
expressed appreciation for the work of the Federa- 
tion. 
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The Christian Nurture department (so named 
by Dean Hilleboe of St. Olaf College) was also or- 
ganized. ‘The aim of this was “to help the mother 
in the home in her task as a Christian mother, and 
through societies to develop Christian education 
in the committees.’’ Mrs. C. M. Christianson made 
a vital contribution as the first chairman of this 
department. 

Later in the year the Federation was delight- 
ed to learn that auxiliaries to the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Federation had been organized at the In- 
dian Mission and in Madagascar. In 1923 Mrs. M. 
C. Stalland became the first secretary for ‘Thank 
Offering. ‘This was the every member offering to 
be collected at ‘Thanksgiving time. Mrs. M. O. 
Wee was the first secretary for Self Denial which 
was an offering to be made the first week of Lent. 
Mrs. N. J. Holm was the first secretary for the 
Missionary Cradle Roll department to help fi- 
nance our Alaska mission work. The first His- 
torian of the Women’s Missionary Federation was 
Miss Mathilda Rasmussen 

Did you ever hear of the “Klistrekomité’’? 
‘They were Mrs. H. G. Stub, Mrs. L. A. Vigness 
and Mrs. S. Gangstad. “‘Klistre’’ means pasting, 
and we believe this unique. It became necessary 
to change the form of the Mission box. The ac- 
tual cost had risen to $40 per thousand while new 
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folded ones cost only $4.00 per thousand. The 
cost of the old boxes had been reduced by the 
willingness of volunteers to paste the covers on 
the boxes. These volunteers dwindled to only 
three. The pasting committee had pasted more 
than 10,000 covers on the boxes and by so doing 
had saved the Federation more than $1000. 

In 1925 the Fifth General Convention was held 
in St. Paul, June 10 to 12. This was the Cen- 
tennial Year, one hundred years since the arrival 
of the first Norwegians in the United States. The 
women of Norway presented a beautiful vellum 
book illustrated by one of Norway’s foremost 
painters. It was a gift “to all women of Norwegian 
descent’”’ and was accepted in their behalf by 
Mrs. Ylvisaker. A luncheon was given by the 
Federation to visiting guests from Norway at the 
St. Paul Hotel. This gift is preserved in the ar- 
chives of St. Olaf College. 

During this convention the Workers’ Confer- 
ence in Circuits was outlined and also the specific 
duties of the Federation. ‘The Deaconess cause 
was discussed and the convention resolved to rec- 
ommend that one Sunday in the year be set aside 
to promote interest in the work and to encourage 
young women to enter the Diaconate. 

The Sixth General Convention was held at 
Central Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, June 3-5, 
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1926. The Districts and Circuits had borne fruit, 
as shown by increased attendance at all meetings 
and larger contributions to Federation projects. 
The Federation decided that Life Membership 
and In Memoriam funds were to be allotted to the 
Caroline Thompson Home for Women Workers 
in Madagascar, and The Industrial Home for 
Chinese Women in China. The sum of $13,000 
had been raised for the Martin Luther Children’s 
Home in Stoughton, Wisconsin. Gifts had also 
been sent to two schools in Zululand, Africa. 
There was a report too stating that the sale of 
Indian baskets now amounted to $5000 which 
would help the Christian Indian School to a great 
extent. One report of 1926 showed that 52,027 
pieces of literature had been sent out between 
June 1 and January 1. No officer of the Federa- 
tion had secretarial help up to this time. At the 
beginning of the year 1926 the work became so 
extensive that Miss Jane Thorpe was secured as 
part time worker. She was thus the first salaried 
worker in the Federation, later becoming the first 
full-time secretary in the WMF office, serving 
faithfully for many years. The General Board 
met on February 8 to 10, 1927. Observance 
of the 10th Anniversary of the Federation was 
made. Splendid reports were given. The receipts 
which in 1918 showed $13,000 now had mounted 
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to $272,063. 82. Personal gifts amounting to $57,- 
000 were given. 

The Seventh General Convention of the Wom- 
en’s Missionary Federation was held in Old Cen- 
tral Lutheran Church June 2-6, 1928. Since this 
year was designated “Children’s Year,’ informa- 
tive material had been prepared for the Cradle 
Roll, and the Department of Home Missions was 
also emphasized. ‘The Deaconess project was con- 
tinued. $4,000 had been gathered for the building 
fund in Madagascar. ‘The matter of Publicity now 
came up for discussion. Many and varied were the 
suggestions. ‘Ihe convention finally decided that 
the First Vice President and the Recording Secre- 
tary of the Women’s Missionary Federation should 
be the Editors of the Women’s Missionary Federa- 
tion columns in the church papers. At this meet- 
ing Mrs. Ylvisaker stepped down from the presi- 
dent’s chair and Mrs. G. A. Sundby of Rio, Wis- 
consin, was elected to replace her, thus becoming 
the third “First Lady” of the Women’s Missionary 
Federation. 


Chapter Nine 


Depression Years 


“Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor 
be afraid of them: for the Lord thy God, he it 
is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, 
nor forsake thee.” Deuteronomy 31:6 


“It was June 1928. The Seventh General Con- 
vention of the Women’s Missionary Federation 
had come to a close and a newly elected group 
of officers stood face to face with heavy responsi- 
bilities and the great privileges of Christian 
service.” So wrote Mrs. G. A. Sundby in a report. 
‘Heavy responsibilities and great privileges.”’ 
That is a character picture of Mrs. Sundby herself, 
and the women of the church were willing to 
“push” as before with Mrs. Sundby to guide and 
direct, and the following co-officers to follow: 


Vice President: Mrs. O. R. Sletten 
Recording Secretary: Mrs. M. O. Sumstad 
Finance Secretary: Mrs. C. K. Solberg 
Corresponding Secretary: Mrs. J. N. Brown 


Additional members of the Executive Board were Mrs. 
J. A. Aasgaard, Mrs. L. O. Rue and Mrs. L. J. Nordby. 
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These then, together with District Presidents and de- 
partmental secretaries, constituted the General Board. 


The District Presidents were: 


Eastern—Miss Nellie Gaarder 

Northern Minnesota—Mrs. A. Houkom 
Southern Minnesota—Mrs. Halbert Rasmussen 
South Dakota—Mrs. A. E. Johnson 

North Dakota—Mrs. H. A. Helsem 

Rocky Mountain—Mrs. J. C. Hjelmervick 
Pacific—Mrs. M. A. Christensen 

Iowa—Mrs. C. J. Naglestad 

Canada—Mrs. S. D. Brun 


Department Secretaries were: 


Life Membership and In Memoriam—Mrs. O. E. Brandt 
Self Denial—Mrs. M. O. Wee 

Mission Box—Mrs. N. Flaten 

Thank Offering—Mrs. M. C. Stalland 

Box Work—Mrs. N. J. Lohre 

Literature Committee Chairman—Mrs. C. A. Mellby 
Christian Nurture—Mrs. C. M. Christianson 
Historian—Miss Mathilda Rasmussen 


At the installation, so beautiful and impressive, 
the words of Numbers 23:23 must have been in 
the minds of many: ‘““What Hath God Wrought!” 
The remembrance of all that had gone before, the 
realization of all that had been accomplished by 
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the grace of God—these were reflected in the for- 
ward plans. Recalled, too, were the prophetic 
words of the first President, Mrs. IT. H. Dahl, 
spoken at the first convention held in Fargo in 
1918 when she said, ‘““[wenty-thirty years from 
now, when the cause of Missions will have grown 
strong in the lives of our women, when many of 
us will be resting beneath the sod, the coming 
generations will look back and thank God for the 
devoted women who worked and prayed for the 
organized mission work among the women of the 
United States. We see great possibilities for the 
future and glorious things for the Kingdom of 
God.” 

Now that a new administration was about to 
take over, they looked with retrospect on the work 
done and admiration and thankfulness to the 
outgoing president was voiced. During her ad- 
ministration they had seen wishes fulfilled and 
prayers answered. “Organized for doing good, this 
Church United Sisterhood.’ They recalled too 
how at first the seam uniting the women of the 
three church bodies so often seemed to show but 
those were things of the past. Memories of their 
own specific groups will linger, but Mrs. Sundby 
voiced the sentiment of the great majority when 
she said, “It was like finding hidden treasures as 
we came to know better and better new friends 


46 Hearts and Hands Uplifted 


from the three groups.” “Hidden treasures’! Mrs. 
Sundby could not have found words more ade- 
quate to express the new things revealed to all. 
Each group had “pet’’ projects, precious anec- 
dotes, priceless documents, and special traditions. 
‘These merged into one harmonious whole. As 
never before we felt unity in faith, in love and 
inspiration to do work in His Kingdom today. 

‘The Women’s Missionary Federation shared 
ofices with the Department of Christian Educa- 
tion at the church headquarters. These quarters 
were very small and an office was given the Feder- 
ation. Though not the most desirable place with 
heavy printing presses overhead—it was an im- 
provement. Later the Federation was given three 
small rooms on the same floor. 

On October 13, 1928, a group of young women 
met at Hope Church in Minneapolis to organize 
a daughter group of the WMF, the Lutheran 
Daughters of the Reformation: 40 delegates and 
75 visitors were registered; g institutions and 
seven of the nine districts of the church were 
represented. The meeting was outstanding in 
many ways. The group voted to adopt as their first 
undertaking the new Eskimo mission at Shishma- 
ref, Alaska. At this first convention of the LDR 
the following officers were elected: 
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President: Constance Weswig 

Vice President: Anna Jordahl 

Recording Secretary: Eldri Diesen 
Corresponding Secretary: Anna May Vold 
Treasurer: Jane Thorpe 


The Women’s Missionary Federation Historical 
Department originated in 1923 when Miss Ma- 
thilda Rasmussen was appointed General Histor- 
ian. Miss Rasmussen laid a firm foundation. She 
tried to educate the women to realize the value of 
saving and collecting data. Dr. Theodore Blegen 
of the Minnesota Historical Society addressed the 
6th General Convention in June 1926, urging 
the collection of cherished historical items that 
would prove valuable to posterity. In 1929 the 
Federation took out a Life Membership in the 
Norwegian American Historical Association, and 
were, for many years, ably represented by our 
Historian. 

The year 1929 saw the project of the Deaconess 
Home and Training School for Christian workers 
well on its way, due to the efficient leadership 
of Mrs. I. D. Ylvisaker, Deaconess Ingeborg Spon- 
land and Miss Mabel ‘Thorstensen. Mrs. C. R. 
Sletten was chosen to be the first Deaconess Secre- 
tary in 1930. On April 12, 1930, the cornerstone 
was laid and by September 60 sisters and students 
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moved into the completed part of the new home. 
Women of the church contributed $11,000 to- 
wards the furnishings of the building. The sum 
of $5,050 from the Life Membership and In 
Memoriam fund also was given toward this so- 
called ‘“Tenth Anni Gift.” By September 1936 the 
sum of $4,345 had been raised for the ‘Training 
School fund to be used to pay instructors at this 
school for Christian women workers. 

In July 1930 Norway commemorated the intro- 
duction of Christianity into their land. Festivities 
were held in Nidaros. A greeting was prepared 
from the Women’s Missionary Federation to be 
sent to the Lutheran Women’s Societies of Nor- 
way. Mrs. J. A. Aasgaard, wife of the synod presi- 
dent, was invited to be the bearer of this document 
which bore the signatures of the members of the 
Executive Board. ‘The greeting was read by Dr. 
J. A. Aasgaard at the festivities in Nidaros and 
turned over to the Bishop of Nidaros. 

The WMF Reading Project came into being in 
the early 30’s and lists of good helpful books re- 
lating to missions and other phases of church work 
were issued from time to time by the Literature 
Committee. Their motto is, “Read and you will 
know; know and you will love; love and you will 
serve.” 

Recognizing that our church papers are effec- 
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tive mediums of education, WMF members ral- 
lied around these official church organs as the 
“Fifteenth Anniversary Project” in 1932. ‘The 
slogan was, ‘““My own subscription and one more.” 

In 1933 the invitation to participate in the 
Lutheran Exhibit in the Hall of Religion at the 
“Century of Progress Exposition” in Chicago, 
Illinois, was accepted and an appropriate exhibit 
was sent. 

The fall of 1933 saw a new branch of activity 
for the Federation. Radio Station WCAL at St. 
Olaf College offered their station for a weekly 
broadcast and on November 1 the first program 
was presented. Mrs. Sundby, President of the 
Women’s Missionary Federation, gave the message 
to the womanhood of the church. Miss Mathilda 
Nyland sang the hymn, “My God, How Wonder- 
ful ‘Thou Art.” 

The next station to offer air time was KWLC 
at Luther College. Since that time 23 stations have 
broadcast Federation programs. 

In 1934 after consulting Lutheran Herald 
Editor G. ‘IT. Lee and receiving his blessing, it 
was decided to issue a small paper to supplement 
the limited space so generously given in the 
church papers. Earlier, $500 had been set aside 
and now formed the nucleus for the new ven- 
ture. The first issue appeared in 1934 with Office 
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Secretary Jane Thorpe as Editor. This unpreten- 
tious periodical was free to all pastors, General 
Board members, and Ladies Aid presidents. 
Others could have a year’s subscription for 25¢. 
This bore the name “The W.M.F. Bulletin.” The 
Lutheran Daughters of the Reformation issued a 
similar sheet called ‘““The News Letter.” In 1935 
these periodicals were issued jointly and called 
“The News Letter and Bulletin.” Later it was 
again changed to “News Bulletin,” until in 1954 
when it was given the name ‘““Women’s Mission- 
ary Messenger.” Gift offerings from the local 
groups now help defray costs of printing and lit- 
erature. This Literature fund branched out in 
1936 into the field of literary activity in a larger 
way. Dr. J. E. Gronli had long advocated the dis- 
tribution of God’s Word and other Christian Lit- 
erature in the language of the people, stressing the 
immediate need of such in the Chinese, Malagasy 
and Zulu languages. ‘The Federation has been 
helping generously to finance this very worthwhile 
venture. 

It was also in 1936 that the LDR elected an 
Executive Secretary in the person of Miss Arna 
Njaa. She has been a most faithful worker with 
the organization ever since. 

The school at Bethany Indian Mission was 
closed in the early thirties. The children were en- 
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couraged to attend the public schools. The Indian 
children naturally felt out of place, partly because 
they were not dressed as well as their white broth- 
ers. The Ladies Aid organizations stepped in to 
help in this situation. So the “Adoption System”’ 
came into being. A Ladies Aid group adopted a 
child and provided new, good and presentable 
clothing. 

The Church Council in 1936 set aside the sea- 
son of Lent for the “Penny A Meal Ingathering.”’ 
Wishing to cooperate with the church, the Feder- 
ation combined the Self Denial Offering and the 
Thank Offering. ‘The department was to be served 
by the Thank Offering Secretary and the contri- 
butions were to be divided between the Charities 
and the Christian Schools. Whole-hearted support 
was given the “Penny A Meal’ offering. The 
church was in great financial need, the effect of 
our country’s financial depression. In spite of this 
the years from 1928 to 1936 were rich in ex- 
periences and blessings. In Mrs. Sundby’s report 
she cites many instances of sacrificial giving to the 
Lord’s work. 

The Federation continued on its march and 
advanced in maturity and spiritual growth. The 
attendance at conventions was astounding. Lead- 
ers of the church, and returned or retired mission- 
aries, brought messages which were heard with 
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eagerness. Unforgettable was the scene at a Gen- 
eral Convention when Mrs. Daniel Nelson was 
presented to the audience. She was the widow 
of our pioneer martyr missionary to China and 
the mother of martyred Bert Nelson. Not a word 
came from her lips as she arose—but what a 
sermon! 

And now in 1936 came the close of Mrs. Sund- 
by’s administration. She had been a real leader, 
loved by the women of the church, near and far. 
She had been happy serving, as she herself said, 
‘To be a part of a great church is a privilege. ‘To 
have a share in her work and to be permitted to 
serve, likewise. Any service which we may have 
been permitted to render our beloved church has 
been an investment of privileges which has paid 
large dividends. But whatever we may have been 
privileged to do for our dear church pales into 
insignificance, compared with what the church has 
done for us.” 

The President’s mantle now was placed on the 
shoulders of Mrs. K. A. Holstad. She was sup- 
ported by the following excellent officers: Mrs. 
Karl Jacobson, Mrs. C. S. Eastvold, Mrs. J. C. 
Hjelmervick, Mrs. B. V. Stokes, Mrs. H. M. Nor- 
mann, Mrs. T. F. Gullixson, Mrs. M. W. Halvor- 
son, Mrs. Geo. P. Homnes, Mrs. H. A. Helsem, 
Mrs. Ray Mohn, Mrs. I. O. Jacobson, Mrs. A. E. 
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Johnson, Mrs. G. Gabrielson, and Mrs. O. H. 
Hegge. 

The newly elected district presidents and the 
new departmental secretaries were: 


Eastern: Mrs. J. M. Green 

Northern Minnesota: Mrs. H. C. Nordlie 
Southern Minnesota: Mrs. O. F. Fjelstad 
North Dakota: Mrs. E. H. Gilbertson 
Pacific: Mrs. M. T. Hokenstad 

Canada: Mrs. I. O. Thvedt 

Iowa: Mrs. H. M. Normann 

Rocky Mountain: Mrs. G. Gabrielson 
South Dakota: Mrs. A. E. Johnson 
Chairman Literature Committee: Mrs. O. M. Grimsby 
Christian Nurture—Mrs. E. J. Tetlie 
Mission Box—Mrs. J. O. Tweeten 
Historian—Miss Katharina Blilie 

Office Secretary—Miss Helen Ulvestad 


This year, 1936, did not look too auspicious for 
the nation was still in the throes of a financial 
depression. There had been long periods of 
drought and dust storms. We should not have 
been apprehensive for it is a fatal mistake to sup- 
pose that we cannot “take time to be holy” except 
on the condition of a situation in life such as shall 
suit ourselves. 

We must learn, and perhaps we did learn, to 
leave our times and even our places, our goings 
out and our comings in, our wasted and our good- 
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ly heritage entirely with the Lord, for only then 
will we walk with God. By August the Board had 
regained their composure and after consulting 
with some church officials the Administrative 
Committee voted not to call a General Board 
meeting. However the Districts and Circuits were 
enjoined to carry on to the best of their ability. 
Again and again, the words of Haggai 2:4 were 
used as a Circuit Convention Theme. Do you re- 
member the words? “Be strong, all ye people of 
the land, saith the Lord, and work: for I am with 
you, saith the Lord of Hosts.” 

At the Executive Board meeting in 1937 a great 
deal of business now came up for consideration. 
The Lena Dahl Middle School was given $500 
toward the building of a much needed Dining 
Hall. At the invitation of the Book Mission Board 
it was decided that the President of the Federation 
be the representative to serve. Mrs. T. F. Gullix- 
son, Secretary of Life Membership and In Memor- 
iam, reported that names were now being written 
in a leather bound book for better preservation. 
Mrs. M. W. Halvorson, Deaconess Secretary, re- 
ported that there were now 36 consecrated deacon- 
esses in our church and appealed for funds to fin- 
ish the Deaconess Chapel. As a result $2,005.20 
was sent to the Training School in 1937. A dis- 
cussion arose as to the proper and practical divi- 
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sion of space in “The News Bulletin.” It was 
agreed that the Women’s Missionary Federation 
make use of two-thirds and the Lutheran Daugh- 
ters of the Reformation one-third of the space 
allotted. A General Board meeting was called for 
September 1938 at the Buckingham Hotel in Min- 
neapolis. Mrs. Holstad introduced and welcomed 
Mrs. C. J. Naglestad, Mrs. C. K. Solberg and Mrs. 
M. E. Waldeland as new members of the Board. 
The latter was to serve as Chairman of the WCAL 
Woman’s Hour. ‘The new Office Secretary, Miss 
Hannah Marie Hanson, was also presented to the 
Board. Interesting reports were given and plans 
for future work were outlined. The sainted Dr. 
Bergsaker presented plans for the ‘‘Centennial 
Jubilee” (March of Faith) to be held in 1943. “A 
Centennial Day” with a centennial program each 
year was recommended for our societies at which 
time the pledge for that year might be raised and 
that we might share in the bringing of a “Thank 
Offering’ in 1943 for the rich inheritance which 
was ours through the founding of our church 100 
years ago. 

The feeling of the men of the church towards 
an effective women’s organization had changed 
somewhat from that expressed at the first General 
meeting at Fargo in 1918! 

Mrs. O. M. Grimsby spoke for the Literature 
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Committee and reported that arrangements were 
being made to have a complete file of all literature 
kept up to date. Five biographies entitled “Little 
Library of Lutheran Biography’ were ready for 
distribution. The Literature Committee, the 
Christian Nurture Committee and the General 
Cradle Roll Secretary, as one, recommended that 
the personal contact work should be assumed by 
the local congregations so as to eliminate consid- 
erable expense and to expedite the sending of 
sundry greetings. ‘The number enrolled up to this 
time was 4,351. [The recommendation met with 
favor. 

Mrs. I. O. Jacobson, President of The Lutheran 
Daughters of the Reformation, reported that her 
organization had changed its project to include 
$7,000 a year to the Centennial and $7,000 a year 
to the church budget. The Shishmaref and the 
Jewish Missions were to be retained also. ‘The 
words of Zechariah 4:10 come to mind: “Who 
hath despised the day of small things?” Someone 
has said, “Little things on little wings bear little 
souls to heaven.” It is a beautiful thought. ‘The 
Lutheran Daughters of the Reformation were 
spreading their wings and as they spread ever and 
on we marvel at the results obtained. ‘The answer 
must be the constancy of religious faithfulness of 
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each member, consecrating the efforts of self- 
forgetting love. 

The attendance at the General Convention on 
June 14-17, 1938, was record-breaking. ‘The meet- 
ing was held in the Wesley Church in Minne- 
apolis, Mrs. Holstad, President, presiding. ‘The 
theme chosen was “Faithful Builders,’ the con- 
vention motto: “So built we the wall for the peo- 
ple had a mind to work.” Nehemiah 4:6. Dr. 
Oscar C. Hanson, then of Watertown, South Da- 
kota, preached the convention sermon on the 
theme, ““The Cross in God’s Architecture.” ‘The 
Wesley Church was said to have ample room for 
1,400. By the second day 653 delegates had regis- 
tered; the church was filled to capacity, and the 
overflow found its way to Central Lutheran where 
the General Church Convention was convening. 
A unique gavel was presented to the Federation 
by three of our foreign mission fields. ‘The handle 
came from China—the light wood from the per- 
simmon tree and the dark wood from the Chinese 
oak. ‘The head came from Madagascar, made from 
the harandranto tree. The trimmings are from 
the ironwood of South Africa. The gavel was de- 
signed by Mr. Arthur Christensen, then a teacher 
in the Minneapolis schools, and was made by the 
boys in his Manual ‘Training class. May the gavel 
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never rest long without hearing some new call, 
some distant clarion of God; may it break up 
camps of ease and start us ever on some fresh 
march of faithful service! | 

The Literature Committee, Mrs. O. M. Grims- 
by, Chairman, submitted a complete list of books 
recommended since its inception in 1934. It con- 
tained a total of 221 periodicals and books. The 
convention recognized the 50th anniversary of 
Gospel work in Madagascar. The former mission- 
aries, Dr. M. J. Stolee and Mrs. Stolee, had been 
sent to the field to convey the greetings of the 
church. Mrs. Stolee represented our Federation 
at the festivities. It was generally understood that 
every organization within the church consider the 
budget its first responsibility; that every individ- 
ual member might feel her obligation to share in 
the “ingathering of a million souls and to express 
her gratitude to God through a century by par- 
ticipation in the Centennial ‘Thank Offering.” 

The Board as such met again on September 13- 
15 at the Buckingham Hotel, Minneapolis, with 
Mrs. Holstad presiding. ‘The Reverend O. G. 
Malmin, Editor of ‘““The Lutheran Herald,” con- 
ducted the devotional exercises. A complete report 
was submitted by Agnes Granrud giving a general 
outline of the WCAL Woman’s Hour work. Pas- 
tor J. E. Gronli, Secretary of the Board of Foreign 
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Missions, reported on recent happenings on the 
Mission fields and brought to mind the existing 
dangerous conditions of war-torn China and re- 
minded us to pray for the safety of our mission- 
aries and their work. ‘The late Dr. A. J. Bergsaker, 
General Secretary of the church, brought greet- 
ings and reported on the Centennial ‘Thank Of- 
fering. Less than one-third of the entire budget 
had been raised and he solicited the support and 
assistance of the women in securing payment of 
pledges to the Centennial ‘Thank Offering. After 
adjournment the Board visited the Mission Cot- 
tages after which the missionaries’ wives served 
refreshments at the Seminary Parish Hall. Trans- 
portation was furnished by the Minneapolis Cir- 
cuit Federation. 

The General Women’s Missionary Federation 
of 1940 opened on June 5, 1940, at the Wesley 
Church. The convention theme was “God’s Real- 
ity” (Experiencing God’s reality in life and serv- 
ice). Dr. H. L. Foss, President of Pacific District, 
preached the convention sermon on the theme 
“Life’s Meaning Realized.” The convention in- 
augurated for the first time ‘Prayer Sessions.”’ 
They were half hour prayer periods held ‘Thurs- 
day and Friday mornings of convention week. 
Sister Superior Marie Rorem, Mrs. A. Molberg 
and Mrs. C. K. Solberg were leaders. 
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Mrs. C. K. Solberg, Secretary of Life Member- 
ship and In Memoriam, described the newly ac- 
quired home for single women missionaries home 
on furlough. ‘The Home had been named ‘‘Mis- 
sion Dove Cottage.” Miss Ingara Nakling was the 
first resident but before a week had passed she 
had opened the door to welcome Anna Lee Wold, 
Carrie Olson, Sister Bergitha Nelsen, Sister ‘Thone 
Sandland and Clara Dysland. Later in the year the 
Southern Minnesota District accepted the respon- 
sibility of providing furniture as needed. ‘The day 
of “Open House” was a happy one. Friends from 
far and near came to wish the missionaries a rest- 
ful holiday in their own home. They, in turn, 
voiced their appreciation. It was a busy day—no 
doubt a night of rest was welcome but over the 
still small house hovered a benediction of that 
peace “‘which passeth understanding.” 

The month of September 1940 found the Board 
again assembled at the Buckingham Hotel. The 
Executive Secretary of Foreign Missions, Rever- 
end J. E. Gronli, presented the cause of World 
Lutheran Missions. He explained that because of 
the war the Lutheran Churches of America would 
of necessity be required to carry on the foreign 
mission work hitherto supported by the Scandi- 
navian countries and Finland. We realized the 
great challenge and thanked God that we had 
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been spared from the ravages of war. He reminded 
the convention group of a resolution passed at a 
recent General Convention that each society, ac- 
cording to its membership, contribute five dollars 
or more to help the more than 3,000 missionaries 
and the many mission fields left destitute because 
of the war in Europe. 

Dr. Shurson explained the new Pension Plan, 
stating that the Federation could be a real force 
now in the church at large. The Board went on 
record as recommending Family Bible Camps— 
a one-day meeting whenever possible, such meet- 
ings to be held at Lake Geneva at Alexandria. 

Rev. Carroll Hinderlie and Mrs. Hinderlie, 
who had recently returned from Norway under 
great difficulties, were presented and gave greet- 
ings. They were on their way to the Mission Field 
in China. 

Another speaker and welcome guest was Dr. 
Aasgaard who based his address on John 11:40, 
“Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest be- 
lieve, thou shouldest see the glory of God?’ He 
stressed the truth that we are in a world of suffer- 
ing; that there is a lack of spiritual power in the 
world; that in the lives of too many people God is 
an unreality except when they are in dire need, 
and He left us with a challenge to put into action 
—‘‘Saw them and was moved to compassion,” and 
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urged comfort in the midst of calamity in the 
promise of seeing the glory of God. 

At a meeting of the Administrative Committee 
in June of 1941 a plan, sponsored by the Box 
Work Department for furnishing Bibles for all 
children in our Children’s Homes old enough to 
read them, was approved. At the fall meeting of 
the Board Mrs. E. W. Sihler of Wittenberg, Wis- 
consin, was appointed to serve as Cradle Roll Sec- 
retary to replace Mrs. Ray Wogen, who resigned 
due to illness. Mrs. Holstad told of her visit to 
Canada where she attended the District Conven- 
tion and also 38 group meetings. Notwithstanding 
the barriers of distance and economic hardships, 
she found the women pressing bravely on in the 
work of the Kingdom. ‘The group spent an inter- 
esting evening at the Minneapolis Lutheran Girls’ 
Home where Miss Ottelia Hugelen, Superinten- 
dent, acted as hostess. 

The year 1942 marked the 25th anniversary of 
the organization of ‘The Women’s Missionary Fed- 
eration. It marked also the 100th anniversary of 
the founding of the Norwegian Lutheran Church 
on this continent. The Federation therefore co- 
operated wholeheartedly with the church in the 
Centennial Appeal with its goal of a million souls 
and a million dollars. ‘The convention theme this 
year was “Our Fortress of Faith,’ and the motto: 
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“A mighty Fortress is our God.” Dr. ‘T. F. Gullix- 
son, President of Luther Theological Seminary 
and Vice President of the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church of America, preached the convention ser- 
mon on the theme, “Links unbroken,”’’ using as 
his text II ‘Timothy 1:2-7. An invitation was ex- 
tended to the Federation to participate in the 
Communion services of the General Convention 
in Central Lutheran Church. ‘Can you think of 
anything more beautiful and sacred than the 
church on its knees in Holy Communion with the 
Savior?” said our dear departed friend, Frida Bue 
Homnes. The prayer groups met as arranged, the 
prayer topic this time being “To the Cross for 
Victory.” A luncheon at the Nicollet Hotel on 
Thursday noon was attended by 1,011 women 
who enjoyed the address given by our former 
Federation President, Mrs. G. A. Sundby. Her 
address, entitled ““The Lady With the Lamp,” 
will long be an inspiration to those who were so 
fortunate as to be present. As a point of 25th 
Anniversary interest and as an encouragement to 
‘Advance in Christian stewardship” Mrs. Holstad 
announced that since 1917 our women had con- 
tributed a total of $4,151,160.21. Over $2,500 was 
laid on the altar of God for Lutheran Orphaned 
Missions. Mrs. Holstad closed her administration 
with these words: “May the wisdom and love of 
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God guide and bless the Women’s Missionary 
Federation. As we enter upon the coming years 
may we gird ourselves with renewed courage and 
press forward in sacrificial service, bearing marks 
of being members of a great church, a great Fed- 
eration, and above all, children of our Heavenly 
Father.” 


Chapter Ten 


The War Years 


“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal 
life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast 
professed a good profession before many wit- 
nesses.” I Timothy 6:12 


At the 1942 convention the following officers 
were elected: 


Mrs. H. M. Normann, President 

Mrs. Lawrence Stavig, First Vice President 
Mrs. Edw. Nervig, Second Vice President 

Mrs. Byron C. Nelson, Third Vice President 
Mrs. A. J. Aasheim, Fourth Vice President 
Mrs. Rolf Syrdal, Recording Secretary 

Mrs. T. F. Gullixson, Financial Secretary 

Mrs. Jesse Thorson, Corresponding Secretary 


It was well that the firm hand of Mrs. Normann 
had been chosen to guide the Federation during 
those trying years. She brought to her task an 
abiding faith in a personal Savior, as well as 
genuine humility and priceless tact. The strong 
Board elected to sustain her augured well for the 
ensuing years. The first Board Meeting of the new 
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administration was held September g-11 at the 
Leamington Hotel, Minneapolis. Dr. J. A. Aas- 
gaard, the President of the church, brought an 
inspiring message, urging the women to keep sen- 
sitive and tender over against sin and suffering in 
times like these when there were so many heavy- 
hearted people who need ministrations from the 
handmaids of the Lord. Mrs. Jesse ‘Thorson, Cor- 
responding Secretary, in her report, read interest- 
ing letters of acknowledgment from individuals 
to whom she had sent messages and greetings. 
A veil of sadness fell upon the ears of the group 
when she reported that Christmas greetings to 
missionaries in the Philippines had come back in 
March; those to Norway had been returned in 
July; later two from China and one from Germany 
had also returned. 

In her Student Loan Fund report, Mrs. T. F. 
Gullixson explained the recent Administrative 
decision that interest on college loans granted to 
young men entering the Seminary directly from 
college graduation should not begin until one year 
after graduation from the Seminary; the board 
later voted to extend the time of payment to the 
men in the service. A challenging address on the 
need for further spiritual work among men of the 
armed forces of our country was given by Dr. N. 
M. Ylvisaker. Because our church had an $80,000 
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fund for such work left from the First World War, 
thus making unnecessary an early appeal for 
funds from our synod, our church, he said, had 
been recognized as the one having done more in 
the emergency than any other. Our chaplains were 
considered the best equipped and he stated that 
the National Lutheran Council was the first re- 
ligious organization to enter the service. ‘The 
Federation participated in the Luther College 
Emergency Appeal. ‘The late Dr. L. W. Boe said 
and right well, “When calamity strikes, we are 
one.” ‘The Clothing Drive for Norway was an- 
other war measure which received generous sup- 
port. Dr. J. E. Gronli, Foreign Mission Secre- 
tary, gave a survey of conditions on the three 
foreign fields. In spite of war, progress was con- 
tinuing in China. Medicines were lacking. Sixteen 
missionaries of ‘The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
and five borrowed from the Norwegian “Forbund” 
were still in China. Madagascar could be reached 
only by cable but South Africa could still be 
reached by mail. “In His hands are all the corners 
of the earth.” © 

Throughout the years the Federation has been 
blessed with faithful office workers. Clarice Sme- 
stad Olson, who served as office manager while her 
husband was in the service, contributed much to 
the work of the Federation. Likewise Miss ‘Thelma 
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Heimarck was given a vote of appreciation. Suc- 
ceeding Miss Heimarck, Melva Munkvold served 
as office manager. Each of them did much work 
on “The News Bulletin” which featured monthly 
devotionals, inspirational articles, departmental 
material, Bible study and Mission emphasis ar- 
ticles. An editorial committee assisted in the plan- 
ning of this important work. ‘The Children’s Page 
of ““The News Bulletin’ these years was first 
edited by two young women, Fernanda Malmin 
and Rosalie Storvick. Later Mrs. K. N. Roe took 
over the page to feature a series of biographies 
of children of the Bible. These were a part of the 
Lutheran Daughters of the Reformation portion 
of ‘“The News Bulletin.” This biennium marked 
the use of a Publications Committee to unify and 
co-ordinate the Women’s Missionary Federation 
pages in the “Lutheran Herald” and ‘‘Luther- 
aneren”’ with “The News Bulletin.” A very suc- 
cessful trial “Blackout” was an interesting experi- 
ment of the members of the Board. It was a grave 
reminder of what our friends in other lands were 
experiencing in bombing raids. Prayers for their 
safety and care were offered. 

Now came the 1944 Convention which met at 
the First Baptist Church to consider the theme, 
“Walk Worthy of the Lord.” Significant action at 
this time included the undertaking of the work at 
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Fairbanks, Alaska, as a special mission project; 
the nation-wide Bible reading emphasis, and the 
“Get acquainted” plan to explain Federation 
work to the Seniors at the ‘Theological Seminary. 
This was the year that Miss Alice Sanne was called 
into the work and she took over the duties as our 
Executive Secretary on November 1, 1945. Miss 
Sanne had been the director of women’s work in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., and brought to her new position 
a conviction that this was God’s will for her life. 
Subsequently her patience and zeal have won for 
her a real place in the Women’s Missionary Fed- 
eration. 

Christus Emptor, a book written by Dr. T. F. 
Gullixson, was chosen as the basis of the 1946 
General Convention deliberations. ‘This Conven- 
tion was again held in the First Baptist Church. 
This post-war convention gave evidence of the 
deep spirit and thankfulness to God for deliver- 
ance and guidance and all blessings in the hearts 
of the women of the church. This convention fea- 
tured also a hymn writing contest. The hymn 
submitted by Alice Syrdal ‘Tetlie was selected as 
our Federation hymn and it has become a much 
loved hymn. 

The Foreign Mission Scholarship program was 
initiated during this biennium. ‘The General His- 
torian reported a total of 1,550 histories now on 
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WME Hymn 
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file from approximately 2,800 societies. Slides were 
introduced as an effective medium of Federation 
education. In April 1948 a Lutheran Women’s 
General Conference was held to foster inter- 
synodical fellowship. ‘The following subjects cho- 
sen by conscientious Literature Committees down 
through the years show the trend of Federation 
study and meditation: 


1942: 
1945: 
#044: 
Pao: 
1946: 
1947: 


Our Lutheran Heritage 

Our Church Is Built 

The Ten Commandments 

A. Year of Prayer 

Patterns of Christian Living 

Blessed Are They (A Study of the Beatitudes) 


Officers serving with Mrs. Normann at this time 


were: 


First Vice President: Mrs. R. O. Storvick 
Second Vice President: Mrs. M. A. Kjeseth 
Third Vice President: Mrs. P. M. Troen 
Recording Secretary: Mrs. M. E. Hauge 
Corresponding Secretary: Mrs. I. O. Jacobson 
Financial Secretary: Mrs. T. G. Overson 


District Presidents: 


Eastern—Mrs. Louis Larsen 

Northern Minnesota—Mrs. Theo. Rosholt 
Southern Minnesota—Mrs. Kermit Gandrud 
Iowa—Mrs. O. G. Fjelstad 
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South Dakota—Mrs. Edwin Carter 
North Dakota—Mrs. R. W. Kennard 
Rocky Mountain—Mrs. C. E. Stanley 
Pacific—Mrs. Olaf Eger 
Canada—Mrs. J. B. Haave 


On May 2, 1948, God called home the beloved 
President of our Federation, Mrs. H. M. Nor- 
mann, only a few weeks before her carefully 
planned and long anticipated last convention. 
The Clarissa Normann Memorial Fund was estab- 
lished in her memory. The money from this fund 
has built a school for girls at Bogota in South 
America. 


Chapter Eleven 


Post-War 


Expansion 


“Remember his marvellous works that he hath 
done.” Psalm 105:5 


The 17th General Convention was held in the 
Minneapolis Armory June 8-10, 1948. Mrs. Roy 
O. Storvick, Acting President, now took up the 
task Mrs. Normann had left so suddenly. The 
work seemed heavy and the way dark but “‘as our 
day so is our strength.” Each trial is sent to teach 
us something and all together our trials have a les- 
son which is beyond the power of any to teach 
alone. Mrs. Storvick took over seriously, vigorous- 
ly, and calmly. The Convention Theme was “‘Is 
There Any Word from the Lord?” ‘The Conven- 
tion text was “Then Zedekiah said, Is there any 
word from the Lord? And Jeremiah said, There 
is.’ Jeremiah 37:17. ‘The Convention motto was 
Hear and Heed! The following were elected to 
carry on the activities of the Federation: 
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President—Mrs. Roy Storvick 

ist Vice President—Mrs. E. H. Gilbertson 

2nd Vice President—Mrs. M. A. Kjeseth 

3rd Vice President—Mrs. P. M. Troen 
Financial Secretary—Mrs. J. R. Jensen 
Recording Secretary—Mrs. Erling Jacobson 
Corresponding Secretary—Mrs. I. O. Jacobson 


The theme of the convention was ably pre- 
sented and sub-topics were discussed by the fol- 
lowing: 

“Speak, Lord, for ‘Thy servant heareth,” I Sam- 
uel 3:9, by Rev. Alf M. Kraabel. He said faith 
is a personal thing, an individual matter. A church 
has no faith aside from the sum total faith of its 
members. A Women’s Missionary Federation has 
no faith unless and only in terms of the fact that 
its members have faith. 

Rev. J. W. Ylvisaker presented, “Is there any 
Word from the Lord for a confused generation?” 
Pastor Ylvisaker said eras of great confusion 
have always had a word from the Lord and God 
has His word for today’s generation. Then fol- 
lowed Mrs. Carroll Liane’s address on “Is there 
any Word from the Lord for a concerned Mother- 
hood?” She urged the mothers to go to God’s 
Word to find its precious messages and promises. 
Rollo H. Bergeson spoke of God’s Word for a 
crumbling society and reminded us of the one 
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beacon that never fails, which is the teaching 
of Jesus Christ. Pastor H. W. Falk asked the 
question, “Is there a Word for Nations in dis- 
tress?’ He answered the question by saying that 
we are facing today a tremendous either—or: 
Christ or chaos. The decision depends entirely 
upon Christians and their living faith. We were 
especially happy to have with us Dr. Paul C. 
Empie who spoke on the Response of the Luther- 
an World Federation and urged us to redouble 
our Lutheran World Action efforts. ‘Together 
Esther Onstad and Alfhild Kjorstad spoke on the 
Word for Extending Frontiers, admonishing us 
that the sense of gratitude and duty we feel for 
God, will be by Him transferred out to our fellow 
men. The final study of the theme was given by 
Pastor Arne Sovik, who said for the healing of 
the nations there is only one Word from the Lord. 
All must hear and all must know, for all are in 
need. “Say unto the cities of Judah, behold your 
God!” Christ’s Marching Orders for the Women’s 
Missionary Federation were given in a flannel- 
graph presentation by Mrs. R. W. Kennard. ‘The 
President’s Message was read by Mrs. Storvick. It 
had been prepared by Mrs. Normann for the Gen- 
eral Convention. The closing words of the mes- 
sage will never be forgotten: ‘‘ ‘Hitherto the Lord 
hath helped.’ Now as we move on victoriously may 
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we give God all the glory, constantly search His 
Word, and sing joyous praises to Him.”’ 

During the first year of this administration, 
Mrs. E. H. Gilbertson was suddenly called to her 
Eternal Home. The Executive Board then elected 
to the Third Vice Presidency Mrs. Mark Seliger 
of Albert Lea, with the other Vice Presidents 
moving up to corresponding positions. ‘This they 
were empowered to do according to the Federa- 
tion Constitution. ‘The church-sponsored drives 
for the United Mission Advance, the United Chris- 
tian Education Appeal, Pensions, and Church 
Extension accomplished much in the way of edu- 
cating the women of our church. 

An informed membership is always an inter- 
ested membership. ‘This interest was felt in all 
avenues of the work of the Federation. During 
this period the General Radio Committee was 
established and its activity defined. ‘The broad- 
casts had grown from 17 to 24. Women’s Mission- 
ary Federation slides produced earlier developed 
into a filmstrip with sound, entitled “Beyond the 
Symbol.” “Judy Meets the W.M.F.” was pre- 
sented at one convention and proved to be an 
effective way of demonstrating true stewardship. 
Highlights of this administration were the dis- 
sertations held on Lutheran Unity by represent- 
ative women from the women’s organizations 
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of the various Lutheran synods. Again, September 
21, 1951, was a significant date in inter-Lutheran 
activity for on that date representatives from the 
women’s organizations of the American Lutheran 
Conference met in Minneapolis to study ways of 
working together for the extension of the King- 
dom. ‘The following 15 women attended the meet- 
ing: From the American Lutheran Church, Dr. 
Katharine Lehman, President emeritus; Miss Dor- 
othy Haas, President; Miss Flora Bell, ‘Treasurer. 
From the Augustana Lutheran Church: Mrs. John 
Benson, President; Miss Evelyn Stark, Executive 
Secretary; Mrs. Daniel Martin, Past President. 
From the Lutheran Free Church: Mrs. Fred Hel- 
geson, President; Mrs. Ole Aune, Vice President; 
Miss Mildred Ryan, Executive Secretary. From 
the United Evangelical Lutheran Church: Miss 
Margaret Miller, President; and Mrs. Otto Stave, 
Treasurer. From ‘The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church: Mrs. Roy Storvick, President; Mrs. O. G. 
Malmin, Editorial Secretary, and Miss Alice 
Sanne, Executive Secretary. 

The purpose of this meeting was to learn our 
various ways of work and to strengthen the bond 
of fellowship among these co-operating bodies. A 
spirit of prayer and praise pervaded the meeting 
as they rejoiced in past privileges and in future 
opportunities of serving Him whose we are. 
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In 1951 the organization of the California Dis- 
trict of the Federation was an event of historical 
importance. Additional circuits were also formed 
in various areas of our Federation, thus increasing 
the working efficiency of the groups in those areas. 
Precious throughout the years have been the work- 
ing relationships with the Lutheran Daughters 
of the Reformation groups. We rejoice in the 
witness of their lives in the troubled world of 
today and we pray that they may ever be faithful 
to their motto: “Forward With Christ.” 

Federation Bible Camps and Leadership Train- 
ing Camps have been encouraged. Conventions 
on all levels have attracted hardworking, earnest 
and consecrated women from all over the United 
States and Canada. Much field work has also been 
done by our Executive Secretary, the General 
President, and by the District Presidents in their 
areas. The systematic study of Scripture has con- 
tinued. During Mrs. Storvick’s administration 
there was a marked growth in accomplishment. 
The emphasis on personal spiritual growth, stew- 
ardship and Evangelization was apparent in the 
work done and in the offerings laid on the altar 
of the Lord. All glory unto Him as we join with 
the Psalmist in saying: “Not unto us, not unto us, 
O Lord, but unto Thy Name give glory.” 

The Women’s Missionary Federation has always 
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felt a keen interest in the Diaconate work. Mrs. 
Roy Storvick was asked to represent the women 
of the church at the Deaconess Centenary held in 
Milwaukee in June 1949. To this meeting came 
deaconesses from the Mother Houses of the co- 
operating Lutheran synods to meditate, to plan, 
and to pray. 

The establishment of the post of Editorial Sec- 
retary to edit ““The News Bulletin” and the 
Women’s Missionary Federation pages in “The 
Lutheran Herald” and “Lutheraneren” was an 
interesting development from the publication 
angle. Subsequently this was changed to include 
certain Federation officers and the Executive Sec- 
retary. “News Bulletin” subscriptions increased 
from 26,000 in 1948 to 46,000 in 1954. The de- 
cision in 1953 to publish the current Bible Study 
in “The News Bulletin” in addition to issuing 
a separate leader’s manual was a definite impetus 
to this increase. The fund for the payment of fares 
of delegates to the General Federation Conven- 
tion was a long anticipated event. This step met 
with the wholehearted approval of the member- 
ship and the payment of fares is still in practice. 
The scene at the 1952 Convention marking its 
continuance as Federation procedure will long be 
remembered. This practice permitted a wider and 
fuller representation from all areas of our church. 
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The final credentials report at the first convention 
after the inauguration of the delegates’ fund was 
2,550 registered. The representation of our Feder- 
ation at the Women’s Section of the Lutheran 
World Assembly at Hanover, Germany, in 1952 
was an event of great importance. ‘The theme of 
the assembly was ““The responsible woman in the 
responsible church.”’ Mrs. Storvick and Miss Sanne 
were official Federation representatives. 

A listing of the titles of the study series pre- 
pared under the direction of the Literature Com- 
mittee will illustrate the trend of Federation 
thinking and praying: 

1948 Earthly Tales With a Heavenly Meaning 
1949 Songs of the Bible 

1950 Behold! 

1951 The Living Way 

1952 Travelling With Paul 

1953 Show Me Thy Glory 

1954 The New Woman 

1955 Jesus, Savior of Sinners 

1956 ‘The Christian Grows 

1957 The Christian Rejoices 

1958 The Christian Woman Faces Choices 


In 1949 the purpose, ““I’o inspire in the individ- 
ual woman a deeper consecration to her Savior” 
was inserted in the Constitution. 

With the 1954 General Convention Mrs. Stor- 
vick concluded her six years of service to her Lord 
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and our Federation. Mrs. Storvick voiced her 
appreciation of her co-operative officers and 
thanked each one for the part each had played. 
Her officers at this time were: 


First Vice President—Mrs. Raney W. Kennard 
Second Vice President—Mrs. Rolf Bodding 
Third Vice President—Mrs. G. E. Morstad 
Recording Secretary—Mrs. L. M. Wikre 
Corresponding Secretary—Mrs. Oliver Jones 
Financial Secretary—Mrs. J]. R. Jensen 


District Presidents at this time were: 


Eastern—Mrs. E. W. Sibler 

Northern Minnesota—Mrs. J. L. Rendahl 
Southern Minnesota—Mrs. Peter Fossum 
South Central—Mrs. Odvin Hagen 
South Dakota—Mrs. A. L. Abrahamson 
North Dakota—Mrs. Arne A. Gregor 
Rocky Mountain—Mrs. Carroll Liane 
Pacific—Mrs. J. R. Tobiason 
California—Mrs. Julius Hansen 
Canada—Mrs. E. L. Pederson 


Department Secretaries: 
Foreign Missions—Mrs. J. W. Ylvisaker 
Home Missions—Mrs. Norman P. Scheide 
Education—Mrs. Ernest Zoerb 
Christian Nurture—Mrs. O. P. Sheggeby 
Cradle Roll—Mrs. G. S. Thompson 
Charities—Mrs. J. B. Shefveland 
Life Membership and In Memoriam— 
Mrs. Claude Bentley 
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Promotion—Mrs. R. A. Harrisville 
Literature Committee Chairman— 
Mrs. Robert Boyd 
Historian—Miss Katharina Blilie 
Radio Committee Chairman—Mrs. J. B. Huffman 


Mrs. Storvick presented the gavel to the newly 
elected President, Mrs. Oscar Branstad, with the 
words of Paul to his beloved Philippians, “I thank 
God upon every remembrance of you, always in 
every prayer of mine for you all making request 
with joy for your fellowship in the Gospel.” 


Chapter Twelve 


The WME ‘Today 


“Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people 
which thou hast redeemed.” Exodus 15:13 


As Mrs. Oscar Branstad opened the General 
Convention of the Women’s Missionary Federa- 
tion at the Minneapolis Auditorium on June 21, 
1956, she chose for her motto ““Rekindle the Gift 
of God Within Us.’”’ She mentioned the growth 
of the Federation and gave the membership as 
154,000 in round numbers. She reported that 
118 circuits were active and that 2,900 socie- 
ties now comprised the Federation. She used 
the challenging lines from Exodus 14:15 to spur 
us on. We remember the people of Israel had been 
making progress but were tempted to halt. “Tell 
the people . ... to go forward.”” We learned that 
the Women’s Missionary Messenger had a sub- 
scription list of 87,578 and that the Nine O’Clock 
Prayer Hour Booklet had reached 131,000 women. 
High hearts are never long without hearing some 
new call, some distant clarion, and soon they are 
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observed to break up the camp of ease and start 
on some fresh march of faithful service. And so 
it is that new camps beckon to all our workers. 

First evidences of merger proceedings were re- 
ported. A meeting of the Executive Boards of 
Women’s work of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, the American Lutheran Church and the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church, met to con- 
sider plans for the coming united church. 

Other reports showed that a definite program 
has been developed to promote individual spirit- 
ual growth. This was evidenced by an increasing 
participation in Bible Study and in the intense 
interest shown in our various missions. ‘The Sudan 
Mission Advance had exceeded its goal of $51,000 
during the biennium. The goal for the offering 
project of the next biennium was set at $80,000, 
this to be used for the building site, chapel, dorm1- 
tory school, dining hall, parsonage and home for 
teachers in Sogamoso, Colombia. We face a won- 
derful opportunity to penetrate a field beset by re- 
ligious persecution. Only the message of salvation 
can set men free! 

Sometimes our gifts have served double pur- 
poses. Dr. Nellie Holman, one of our medical mis- 
sionaries, tells of a time when one of our special 
gifts did just that. She and her husband were 
working in a Chinese village where there was great 


The WMF Today 115 


need for a source of pure water. Through a special 
project of our Life Membership and In Memori- 
am department, a few hundred dollars was given 
to them for use in developing a well. Dynamite 
was purchased for cleaning out an old well. Just 
as the dynamite blast was set off, Communist 
troops were entering the other end of the village. 
Upon hearing the explosion, the Communists 
thought they were meeting military forces and 
immediately retreated. So because of our gift this 
small Chinese village was given a well to provide 
them with pure water, but it was also protected 
against Communist domination for some time! 

Many circuits and individual congregations are 
now supporting a foreign missionary. Home Mis- 
sion churches are multiplying each year. The 
Federation now has local societies not only in the 
United States and Canada but in Alaska and 
Hawaii as well as on some of our mission fields. 
The Home Mission Department invited the wom- 
en of the church to build a church at Nome, 
Alaska, by joining the “Dollars for Nome” march. 
The project has met with wonderful success and 
the church was dedicated April 27, 1958. For 
the first time our Federation has been assigned a 
specific field of endeavor—the largest project yet 
undertaken. It is the mission work in Brazil. 

In 1947 slides were prepared to set forth the 
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activities of the various departments of the WMF. 
Then in 1950 a film strip entitled “Beyond the 
Symbol” was prepared and in 1956 we produced 
our first movie of the WMF work. It was entitled 
“One Thing Needful.” It was with fear and trem- 
bling that we ventured on so large a project, but 
it seems to have accomplished its mission in set- 
ting forth the importance of Bible study and 
Christian service. 

As we look over the minutes of the regular 
Board meetings we are amazed at the vigor and 
zeal manifested. ‘There is the promotion of LEAF 
scholarships. ‘The Life Membership and In Me- 
moriam fund has gone beyond the $118,000 mark. 
The Department of Charities continues to grow 
and to bring hope to unfortunate children and 
cheer and comfort to the aged. The field of Chris- 
tian Nurture is of growing concern. Work in 
radio and television has expanded. This work 
now has been co-ordinated into what is called 
Radio-Television under the supervision of a spe- 
cific committee. ‘The Promotion Department has 
encouraged subscriptions to the church periodi- 
cals and seeks to promote all Federation activities. 
Everyone, everywhere, working together to the 
glory of God! 

Gone are the days when a Ladies Aid meeting 
had to be postponed because the pastor would be 
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out of town and could not conduct devotions or 
preside. The Bible lessons are presented with very 
little hesitancy. ““The years of my W.M.F. service 
have been the richest in my life, though marked 
by trials,” said one circuit president. Another 
circuit president confided, “My W.M.F. office is 
under my bed! It’s the only place my three pre- 
school children can’t find it.’’ Another writes, “‘I 
never got more out of the Bible Studies than when 
I taught the lesson myself.” 

The writer wishes it were possible to share more 
of the human interest stories that have reached 
her ears recently. However, there is one that shows 
the Good Samaritan spirit is with us yet. Mrs. 
Branstad and the President of the Rocky Moun- 
tain District Federation were driving through the 
mountains enroute to a meeting. It was early 
April and they encountered a sleet storm which 
kept them marooned in a mountain pass for 
several hours. Along came an Indian—took over 
the driver’s seat and piloted them safely through 
the pass. A friendly gesture—yes—but that should 
remind us—what are we doing for our minority 
groups, particularly the Indian? We are fortunate 
in having workers in our midst ministering to 
minority groups. ‘The Indian is a next door neigh- 
bor, so to speak. We believe the time is not far 
distant when we will point with joy to the ef- 
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fectiveness of our work among these people. Here 
is a relatively new challenge to the women of the 
church. 

Christians are God’s representatives and He ex- 
pects us to be fruit-bearing. When we look back 
and see the figures we are apt to become compla- 
cent. A Christian must never become complacent. 
We must be alert to every opportunity. As God’s 
representatives in this world of chaos how are we 
representing Him? Does the world get much of an 
idea of what God is by watching our activities 
and listening to our words? We are children of 
God, but can the world see in us much resem- 
blance to our Father? ‘The Holy Spirit is dwelling 
within us. Do we let His presence be seen and 
known by those with whom we associate? Are we 
fruit-bearing Christians? 

We who have received the Gospel possess the 
only panacea which can cure the sin-sick souls 
of the world today. Let us not be slothful in the 
business of our Lord. The King’s Business re- 
quires haste. The time is short. 


Officers chosen to serve with Mrs. Branstad are: 


First Vice President—Mrs. J. B. Larsen 
Second Vice President—Mrs. E. H. Tostenrud 
Third Vice President—Mrs. R. A. Martinson 
Recording Secretary—Mrs. Gilman Wang 
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Corresponding Secretary—Mrs. Albert W. Erickson 
Financial Secretary—Mrs. Robert H. Boyd 


District Presidents: 


Eastern—Mrs. Byron C. Nelson 

Northern Minnesota—Mrs. R. C. Reinholtzen 
Southern Minnesota—Mrs. G. T. Norswing 
South Central—Mrs. Sherman Hoslett 

South Dakota—Mrs. C. O. Johnson 

North Dakota—Mrs. Lionel Opgrande 

Rocky Mountain—Mrs. Percy Peterson 
Pacific—Mrs. O. M. Munson 

California—Mrs. Clifford O. LeRud 
Canada—Mrs. G. J. O. Hoyme 


Department Secretaries: 


Foreign Missions—Mrs. L. E. Meierding 
Home Missions—Mrs. T. Arnold ‘Thompson 
Education—Mrs. Oscar Kjorlie 
Christian Nurture—Mrs. Carl W. Holm 
Cradle Roll—Mrs. Merrill T. Gilbertson 
Social Action—Miss L. Victoria Ronning 
Charities—Mrs. Harald Siqueland 
Life Membership and In Memoriam— 

Mrs. Arthur M. Olson 
Promotion—Mrs. N. E. Quam 
Historian—Miss Katharina Blilie 
Literature Committee Chairman— 

Mrs. Lester A. Pierson 
Radio—T.V. Committee—Mrs. Arthur K. Solum 
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CONCLUSION 


This little history has been written to bring 
to our women today living pictures from the past. 
It is intended to be a little more than merely a 
calendar of events. It is basically a social docu- 
ment and a study of cultural transfusion. 

We chuckle at some of the humorous incidents 
but wipe away a tear or two as we live again some 
of the experiences, and yet there is always the 
feeling of the flavor and warmth of personalities. 
We come to understand something of the ancestral 
spirit which speaks so eloquently through the 
pages of the history of our Women’s Missionary 
Federation which may later be spoken of as ‘““The 
Good Old Days.” 

Through forty years our God has led us and He 
will still lead on. Our 1958 Convention will, God 
willing, be our last General Convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Federation. ‘There would be 
a definite feeling of sadness were it not for the 
fact that we are steeped in so many happy memo- 
ries of unforgettable moments of joyous accom- 
plishments in the life of our Federation, of life- 
long friendships formed and the unfailing love 
and understanding of our officers and co-workers. 
They are the golden threads that brighten our 
Federation tapestry and make so precious to us 
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our Federation activity from its very beginning. 
We love our Federation, therefore we are eager 
to serve, and what we serve we will always love. 

Although officially the forty-year history ended 
in June of 1957, we should like to include the 
plans of our Federation for the 1958 convention. 
The Bible Study leader will be Pastor A. H. 
Mjorud of Anchorage, Alaska. Speakers will in- 
clude Ruth Youngdahl Nelson (Mrs. Clarence 
T.), Washington, D.C., Dr. Gabriel Hauge, Wash- 
ington, D.C., Dr. A. R. Kretzmann, Chicago, Illi- 
nois, Mrs. George Wills, Lakewood, California. 

The joint women’s committee on merger has 
agreed to a study of the Epistle to the Ephesians, 
prepared by Mrs. Erling Wold, for 1959, a study 
of the Gospel of Mark by Mrs. M. T. Gilbertson 
for 1960, and a study on prayer for 1961, the first 
year after merger. 

General Convention in 1958 will be quite dif- 
ferent. There will be highlights again as before; 
there will be interludes of fun; there will be 
music and friendly chat over the coffee cups—but 
for all that and all that, there will be a sigh in the 
heart and a lump in the throat as we realize that it 
is the last General Convention of the Women’s 
Missionary Federation. But we put aside this 
thought and look forward as we say farewell to 
our W.M.F. and a genuine welcome to the new 
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woman who will automatically be a member of 
a glorious organization to be known as “The 
Women of the Church”! Our ideals will ever be 
the same, our aims the same. May we not waver 
in our devotion. Let us, individually and collec- 
tively, strive to be a vital force in bringing the 
Gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth, for 
only then shall we see peace on earth, good will 
to men, and to God be the Glory! The writer 
thanks the Executive Board for the wonderful 
privilege of compiling this little history of the 
Women’s Missionary Federation of the Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church. 


Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 
My dear Redeemer’s praise. 
The glories of my God and King, 
The triumphs of His grace. 


My gracious Master and my God, 
Assist me to proclaim, 

To spread, through all the earth abroad, 
The honors of Thy Name. 


CHARLES WESLEY, 1738 


Appendix 


PRESIDENTS 
OF 


THE 
WOMEN’S 
MISSIONARY 
FEDERATION 


Greetings from 
and Tributes to the 
First Ladies” of the W.M.F. 


Mrs. T. H. DAHL 
WMF President—1917-20 


Rebekka Oline Gjertsen was born near Bergen, Nor- 
way, December 19, 1849, and came to America with her 
parents when fifteen years of age. Her father, the Rev. 
J. P. Gjertsen, was one of the pioneer Lutheran pastors 
of Wisconsin. In 1867 she was married to Rev. T. H. 
Dahl, at that time a missionary in northwestern Minne- 
sota. In 1873 the family moved to Wisconsin. When in 
1902 Pastor Dahl was elected President of the United 
Norwegian Lutheran Church of America, they moved 
to Minneapolis, Minnesota, where Mrs. Dahl lived un- 
til her death, September 24, 1922. Born of a family 
distinguished by a long line of brilliant men and women, 
inheriting their best traits of soul and mind, Mrs. Dahl 
was indeed a helpmeet to her husband. Faithfully she 
shared with him the hardships of trials incident to the 
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work of a missionary in the newly organized congrega- 
tions of the pioneer settlements. 

In those early days the little cabin which she called 
her home, also did service as a church. Not only was 
Mrs. Dahl the ideal pastor’s wife, but as her husband 
assumed the larger tasks placed upon him by the Church, 
she became the natural leader of the women, worthily rep- 
resenting them upon the most formal occasions. Thus 
in the year 1914 she was commissioned to represent the 
women of Norwegian descent in America at the centen- 
nial celebration in Norway, on which occasion she was 
presented to the king and queen, who received her most 
graciously. 

After Dr. Dahl became president of the United 
Church, she became possessed with the desire to organize 
the women of the Church into a unified force for mis- 
sionary service. She began by distributing mission boxes, 
thus bringing the appeal for missionary giving into the 
homes, and arousing the energy that lay dormant by her 
stirring appeals for gifts from all the women, no matter 
how small the offering. The mission boxes found a ready 
response and were followed by the publishing of tracts 
and programs. 

The plight of the homeless missionary on furlough 
appealed strongly to her home-loving heart, and she 
conceived and successfully carried out the erection and 
fitting out of the four Rest Cottages on the Seminary 
Campus. These buildings stand as a unique piece of 
missionary work and as a memorial to Mrs. Dahl’s zeal 
and devotion. 

From the time of its organization in 1911 Mrs. Dahl 
was the president of the Women’s Missionary Federation 
of the United Norwegian Lutheran Church of America, 


126 Hearts and Hands Uplifted 


and in 1917 she became the logical leader in the new 
Federation which united the women of the three Nor- 
wegian synods which merged at that time. She continued 
as president for three years, when, due to her poor health 
and the enlarged work, she asked that a younger woman 
be entrusted with the responsibility. 

These are a few of the facts in the life of Mrs. Lena 
Dahl. She had her struggles and her sore disappoint- 
ments, but her cheerful and optimistic nature did not 
allow her to become discouraged, and her faith in the 
ultimate success of a task that was done for the Lord 
and in His Name, made it possible for her to overcome 
difficulties that seemed insurmountable. Mrs. “Lena” 
Dahl will be held in loving and grateful memory by 
the Church at large, which she served so nobly and so 
well, and by the women of the Federation among whom 
she was the leader and to whom she was a wise counsellor 
and friend. 


Mrs. I. D. YLVISAKER 
WMF President—1920-28 


This greeting spans a period of forty years in the his- 
tory of the Women’s Missionary Federation of the ELC. 
In 1917 I became the first recording secretary of the 
Federation. In 1920 I was elected as the second General 
President, succeeding Mrs. T. H. Dahl whose ill health 
made it necessary for her to resign. For eleven years I 
had the great opportunity of learning the work of the 
four departments of our Church because the Committee 
on Union had requested that the president and record- 
ing secretary be permitted to attend these board meet- 
ings as auxiliary members. This meant full information 
for all board members. 

Memory of these early years evokes for me a host of 
wonderful women—devout, willing and energetic in the 
Lord’s work. Would that it were possible to name at 
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least some of them. I know that every woman reading 
this joins me in thankful remembrance of their ground- 
laying work. These first years unified the women of the 
three Synods which joined into one Federation. TO- 
GETHER—became the watchword. There is a continui- 
ty of effort in all church work. It did not begin with us. 
We took over where others left off. So through our forty 
years we have seen an unending line of consecrated wom- 
en—each one doing what she could. Those who have 
laid aside all tasks we remember with gratitude. And 
we greet—thankfully—all those who have joined, con- 
tinued and expanded the great work of our Federation. 
And may I voice my own joy at the prospect of the new 
union of Lutheran Synods. The women of these Synods 
will have a wide range of experiences from which to 
draw. The coming together will be a great stimulus to 
greater and wider effort. Our first president, Lena Gjert- 
sen Dahl, was a woman of great vision and understand- 
ing. She once exclaimed, “Sometime there will be a 
great union of Lutheran women. Think what they can 
do!’’ God bless the work of Christian women everywhere! 


Mrs. I. D. YLVISAKER 


Mrs. G. A. SUNDBY 
WMF President—1928-1936 


"Tis a season of remembering, and our thoughts go 
back to the year 1917, the year of the merger. We have 
indeed reason to be deeply grateful to our gracious 
heavenly Father who has guided and blessed our dear 
church through these forty years. 

The days that had been before the union were and 
are dear to those of the separate groups, but it was like 
finding hidden treasures as we came to know better and 
better new friends from the three groups. New mission 
fields, schools, homes of mercy unfamiliar to many be- 
came ours to love and promote. Such was our heritage 
under unification. As our church received new impetus 
through the union, just so did the women’s group feel 
that they had since the union stepped into a new era. 
The program of bringing life and hope to those who 
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have it not has been carried on with increasing en- 
thusiasm despite our human frailties and mistakes. In 
endeavoring to bring others to Jesus we have individ- 
ually been richly blessed and helped. 

May our heavenly Father continue to guide, bless and 
hold His protecting hand over our beloved church in 
the years that lie ahead! 

| Mrs. G. A. SUNDBY 


Mrs. K. A. Ho.usTap 
WMF President—1936-1942 


Nineteen hundred and fifty-seven, Fortieth Anniver- 
sary year of our Women’s Missionary Federation, is in- 
deed a significant year as it is also the year of the Third 
Lutheran World Assembly held in our midst, a deeply 
enriching and inspirational experience. 

Anniversaries invariably bring about a forward as 
well as a backward view, together with an evaluation 
of our present position . . . our purpose, our achieve- 
ments and our aims. Such a survey must also include a 
frank look at and acknowledgment of our weaknesses 
and failures as well as at our growth and accomplish- 
ments, if we are to become strong and grow in grace. 
Above all, as we pause in this year of our Lord 1957, 
we give our deep and abiding gratitude to God Who has 
guided and led us through the past forty years. It gives 
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those of us who have had a direct share in the leadership 
of our Women’s Missionary Federation in the past four 
decades, a sincere and deep satisfaction to view the con- 
tinued growth and expansion of the work of an organiza- 
tion which, according to today’s standards, was not a 
very large group at its first meeting in the St. Paul Hotel. 
However, it was a challenge then too, since it united 
the women of three Lutheran Synods .. . a challenge 
very similar to the present one in the merger which 
lies just ahead when the Women’s Missionary Organiza- 
tions of several Lutheran church bodies will unite their 
services in extending God’s Kingdom on earth. The 
potential power represented in this united group is truly 
inspiring! This foretaste of its possibilities as given us 
in the women’s groups at the Lutheran World Assembly 
serves as the opening of a door for each one of us to 
give the best service of which we are capable according 
to the talents God has given to each of us. Every truly 
Christian woman will want to have a part and there is 
a job for every woman who truly loves her Lord, for 
with Paul each one of us can say, “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengtheneth me!” Humbly do we 
today thank God for the past forty years! As we go for- 
ward into a new era, lifting our eyes to the widening 
horizons, may we lift our hearts to the Lord, ever seek- 
ing His divine blessing and sustaining guidance! 


Mrs. K. A. HoLtsTaAp 


(These words were written for this book just a few weeks before 
Mrs. Holstad left this life. She died at Minneapolis on November 


5» 1957-) 


Mrs. H. M. NoRMANN 
WMF President—1942-1948 


To Mrs. H. M. Normann was given the highest honor 
the women of our church could give. A difficult and an 
exacting task, she gave it all her ability and strength. 
Her capacity for leadership, her tact and poise, her 
patience and kindness, were a God-given talent. Few 
indeed are the women so graciously endowed. She pos- 
sessed exceptional gifts in speaking and writing. During 
her administration as President her articles for the News 
Bulletin were the revelation of a faith great and true 
and an inspiration to all. In her last message to her 
Federation she enjoined us to continually search the 
Scriptures and discover His promises—then to cling fast 
to these promises that we may be led by Him to an 
ever increasing worthy service for Him for all His good- 
ness. In spite of apparent frailty the last few months of 
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her life, she never for one moment lost interest in the 
work for which she lived. Her prayers and plans were 
for a beautiful and blessed convention in June. “I want 
it to be a beautiful one—my last convention.” And who 
would question the love and the wisdom of a God Who 
called her Home a few brief weeks earlier. “My thoughts 
are higher than your thoughts and my ways than your 
ways.’ For her “to live was Christ and to die was gain.” 
The following Recommendation was made at the General 
Convention in June 1948: 

“We give thanks to God for the consecrated services 
and inspired leadership of His servant, our dear de- 
parted leader, Mrs. H. M. Normann, and that in her 
memory we set up a fund to be called the Clarissa Nor- 
mann Memorial Fund, to be used for the purpose of 
establishing a girls’ school on our South American Mis- 
sion field.” 

She was a humble soul in spite of marked abilities as 
leader of devotionals, as presiding officer, and parliamen- 
tarian. She had often made the words of the old hymn 
her prayer: 


Not what my hands have done, 

Not what I feel or do; 

Not all my prayers and sighs and tears, 
Can bear me safely through. 


Thy grace alone, O God, 
To me can pardon speak; 
Thy power alone, O Son of God, 
Can bring me peace with Thee. 


“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of 
His saints” (Psalms 116:15). 


Mrs. Roy O. SToRVICK 
WMF President—1948-1954 


Anniversary. The word is an interesting one. Literally, 
it means the turn of the year. Forty times our WMF 
has experienced this turn of the year. Forty times we 
have paused to consider values and to seek direction. 
Always to this prayer has come the clear word of Scrip- 
ture in answer, “If ye continue in my Word, then are ye 
my disciples’ (John 8:31). I greet you then with the 
words of this simple well-loved hymn, 


“In Jesus’ name, our work must all be done, 
If it shall compass our true good and aim. 


Thus we honor God on high 
And ourselves are blessed thereby, 
Wherein our true good remains.” 
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In Jesus’ name, we all unite in thanking God for forty 
years of blessings. In Jesus’ name, we confess our sins 
and seek anew His forgiveness. In Jesus’ name, we con- 
secrate our lives anew to the cause of Christ in the world 
today. 

As thinking women, we realize that the great need of 
the world today is a faith so strong that actuated by it, 
we will not rest until “At the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father” (Phil. 2:10-11). 

As we, on the occasion of this fortieth anniversary, 
look to the years ahead, I would leave with you the 
words of Jesus Himself—so simple in context yet so 
fraught with meaning—“Continue Ye in My Love” 
(John 15:9). 

Mrs. R. O. STORVICK 


Mrs. Oscar BRANSTAD 
WMF President—1954- 


Anniversaries tend to lend wings to one’s imagination. 
I recall, for example, the golden wedding anniversary 
of my parents. How quickly the years rolled back and I 
remembered . . . Mother’s flower garden of brilliant 
red salvias and pure white calla lilies .. . Father’s rever- 
ent reading of God’s Word and praying to a living 
Savior. 

Another anniversary—that of our WMF family—lends 
wings likewise to our imaginations. We find it pleasant 
to gather flowers from the garden of memory. Some will 
linger nostalgically over the memories of the union in 
1917... remembering the thrill of uniting three women’s 
groups into a federation of women inspired to “stimu- 
late love for and promote the great mission of the 
church” which is to make all nations His disciples. 
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Others will smile as they call to mind the pioneer 
days... the thrills and the “ills” ... the blessings and 
the burdens. In the last decade as in earlier days many 
will thank God—for the growth they have experienced 
in serving as an officer or Bible study leader . . . the 
joy of having begun a family altar .. . the deep satis- 
faction of knowing they have worshipped God with 
offerings that have been the means of winning souls. 

As a Women’s Missionary Federation we shall not 
be privileged to reach a golden anniversary. Yet, for 
every woman who has been strengthened in faith and 
inspired to serve, these forty years will hold golden 
memories. Surely they will be a meaningful chapter, a 
divine benediction in our book of remembrance. “Bless- 
ing and glory and wisdom and Thanksgiving and honor 
and power and might be to our God forever and ever!” 

This fortieth anniversary is a joyous occasion also 
because it does not write a final chapter. It points ahead 
to a succeeding chapter of greater opportunity and wi- 
dened horizons. In the Book of Revelation John wrote 
to the Church in Philadelphia, “Behold, I have set be- 
fore you an open door.” Women of The Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church and women of the American Lutheran 
and United Evangelical Lutheran Churches stand united 
and challenged before an open door. They “lift up their 
eyes and see” that “fields are white unto harvest.” This 
is a day of opportunity to make Christ known. 

In His Name we look forward to a greater working 
day. May we labor faithfully until that day of which 
John also writes: “Behold He is coming soon and every 
eye shall see Him. Amen, come, Lord Jesus.” 


Mrs. Oscar BRANSTAD 
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